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Romans 14:7-12 

 
7For none of us lives to 

himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living. 

10Why do you pass judgment 
on your brother? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother? For we 
will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give 
an account of himself to God. 

 
 
 

Gracious Lord, in Christ our Savior 
we are connect for now and 
eternity. Help us to live for each 
other, serving You and our 
neighbor. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
No Man is an Island 

 
It seems like John Donne must have been thinking of these words from Paul 

when he wrote No Man is an Island. This mediation, which has some familiar 
lines reads: 

 
No man is an island entire of itself; every man  
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;  
if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe  
is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as  
well as any manner of thy friends or of thine  
own were; any man's death diminishes me,  
because I am involved in mankind.  
And therefore never send to know for whom  
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.  

 
What Donne is trying to express in these thoughts is that everyone is 

important and is connected to everyone else. Whether just a clod of dirt or a 
whole peninsula were to separate from the continent, there would be an impact 
on those who remained behind. Everyone’s death is significant; and someday 
the bell will toll for us. Therefore, let us not take anyone for granted or elevate 
ourselves above another. 

Paul sees our relationship to each other in light of our relationship with the 
Lord. None of us lives or dies to ourselves. Both our life and our death impact 
others. We are truly interdependent, connected, and that is the way God 
intends it to be. The problem is we tend to live as if we are the only ones that 
matter. “Who said, it’s not all about me?” The sinful nature in us thinks of self 
first and foremost. Our radical independence, no matter how “macho” or 
“American” it may be, is not what is best for us or right in the kingdom of God. 

Looking at our interdependence from another angle, our lives are meaningful 
to other people. People depend on us, as we depend on them. People enjoy our 
presence, as we enjoy theirs. The world is a better place for us being in it. We 
will be missed when we die, and the words of this text are read over our grave. 

More important than our interdependence, is our dependence on the Lord. 
As Paul says, If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. The one who has 
enriched our lives and given it meaning, is the Lord. He created us and put us in 
this world at a time and place of His choosing, according to His purpose. In 
addition to this earthly purpose, the Lord has a heavenly goal for us. As Paul 
goes on, For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. The crucified and risen Lord gives our lives meaning 
and purpose now, as well as the promise of resurrection on the Last Day. 

For this reason, we need not pass judgment on our brother—he is of no 
greater or lesser worth than us. We need him and he needs us. We must both 
appear before the judgment seat of God. There we will be judged by the 
redeeming blood of Christ. There we will be together with the Lord. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The people in our nation and world who suffer under the effects of fir and hurricane 

• The strength of the church in confession and witness, that more come to Christ as Lord 

• For the citizens of our land, that they be guided by just laws and love for the neighbor 

• The medical professionals who work with COVID-19 patients 
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