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Genesis 50:15-21 

 
15 When Joseph’s brothers 

saw that their father was dead, 
they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us 
back for all the evil that we did 
to him.” 16 So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father gave this 
command before he died: 
17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please 
forgive the transgression of 
your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.” ’ 
And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of 
the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 
18 His brothers also came and 
fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 
not fear, for am I in the place of 
God? 20 As for you, you meant 
evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today. 
21 So do not fear; I will provide 
for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them.  

 
 
 

Heavenly Father, You used the 
evil of crucifixion to bring about 
the salvation of the world. 
Enable us to see how You use 
evil in our world and in our lives 
to bring about Your eternal 
good. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Good from Evil 

 
There is a lot of evil in our world. One only need to read the newspaper or 

listen to the news to be convinced of this truth. Those things that strike us as 
particularly evil have been labeled in the past as, “man’s inhumanity to man.” This 
poignant phrase comes from Robert Burns and is used in his poem From Man was 
made to Mourn: A Dirge, 1785: 

'Many and sharp the num'rous ills 
Inwoven with our frame! 
More pointed still we make ourselves 
Regret, remorse, and shame! 
And Man, whose heav'n-erected face 
The smiles of love adorn, - 
Man's inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn! 

This is certainly the nature of the evil spoken of by Joseph in this text. Joseph 
was one of 12 sons of Jacob. Out of jealousy, his brothers conspired to kill him. 
Instead, at the urging of the oldest brother, they threw him into a pit with the plans 
of letting him die there. When some Ishmaelites came by they decided to sell him 
as a slave. They then slaughtered a goat and put its blood on his coat. They told 
their father he had been torn to pieces by a wild animal. Their father Jacob grieved 
and wept that he had lost a son. Joseph was sold again in Egypt as a slave to 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh. During his time in Egypt, Joseph was mistreated, 
falsely accused and jailed. Clearly, the treatment he received at the hands of his 
brothers and his taskmasters was evil. 

Any lesser man would have harbored hatred and resentment toward his 
brothers. Joseph, however, did not. When he was reunited with his brothers he 
was filled with joy. He forgave them from his heart. He relocated them and their 
families to the best land in Egypt. He ensured they were favored in the eyes of 
Pharaoh and he took care of them, so that they prospered. 

Seventeen years after his family had moved to Egypt, Joseph’s father, Jacob 
died. His brothers, not believing they could have been so completely and freely 
forgiven by Joseph said to him, “Your father gave this command before he died: 
17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.” ’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” At this, Joseph wept. It grieved him that his 
brothers did not think his forgiveness was genuine. Then Joseph expresses one of 
the most beautiful confessions of faith and forgiveness in all of Scripture, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 
are today.” 

Is there anything in your life’s experience that you would consider evil? Has 
anyone ever hurt you or caused you great pain and suffering? Has anyone ever 
ruined your life or part of it? Has anyone ever expressed hatred toward you in word 
or deed? Have you forgiven them? Forgiveness enables God to use evil for good. 
Joseph was able to see the hand of God in his life and this strengthened him in 
times of trouble and suffering and empowered him to forgive his brothers. If we 
trust that God uses all things, even evil against us, for good, then we can forgive 
those who have sinned against us. That may be the very good God brings from evil. 

 

Please pray for: 
 

• Those who have been victims of evil, that they find strength in the Lord and the faith to forgive 

• Those who suffer the evil of natural disasters, that they turn in faith to the God of all creation 

• Elected and appointed leaders, that they use their positions of public trust to serve all people 

• Protection and deliverance from the coronavirus 
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