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Matthew 18:15-20 

 
“If your brother sins against 

you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained 
your brother. 16 But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge 
may be established by the 
evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If he refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen 
even to the church, let him be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, 
whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 
19 Again I say to you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them 
by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I among 
them.”  

 
 
 

Heavenly Father, give us the 
courage and compassion 
necessary to search for and 
rescue the lost, as partners with 
Your Son, Jesus, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Search and Rescue 

 
One of the skills that our son learned as a Navy helicopter pilot is search and 

rescue. This is a skill that is vital to the military, since their goal is to never leave a 
soldier behind. The last time we visited him at the Naval Air Weapons Station 
China Lake, CA he was training other pilots on search and rescue procedures. We 
were excited to be able to drive out into the mountainous area and watch. 

Currently, our pilot son is on a naval aircraft carrier somewhere near Japan. 
One of his duties during this deployment is in the area of personnel. He is 
responsible for the accounting of all personnel on ship. The first part of search 
and rescue is knowing when someone is missing. Obviously, the next step is 
searching to find the lost man and then rescuing him from whatever peril he is in. 

It seems that there is a parallel in what Jesus is saying in Matthew 18. The 
whole chapter is dealing with the dangers of being trapped in temptation and lost 
in sin. In the section just before this text, Jesus asks, If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? Please note, although 
the shepherd has a hundred sheep, he was aware that one of them was lost. The 
next thing he does is search for the one that went astray. If he finds the lost, he 
rescues him and there is rejoicing. This text tells us about our responsibility in the 
search and rescue operation of someone who has sinned against us. 

I would note that our first obligation is to the one who sins against us. That is 
the person whose sin is such that it warrants our serious concern and effort. This 
is a sin that would categorize the person as lost. We are involved because we 
have fist hand knowledge of his lostness, the sin against us. We are the one who 
is aware that a man is missing. The searching aspect begins when we go to him, 
one-on-one and show him his fault. We are trying to help him understand that he 
is in spiritual danger. The next words of Jesus are most beautiful, If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother. There is rejoicing in heaven over every lost 
sinner who repents. 

If you are unsuccessful, you would take with you two or three others, who 
are equally concerned for his spiritual welfare and know of the peril he is in. This 
might be akin to adding a few others to your search party. If the three or four of 
you cannot rescue this lost man, it is all hands-on deck. Tell it to the church; 
possibly the body of Christ can rescue and win the brother back. If the church’s 
rescue attempt fails, you don’t give up completely. You acknowledge that he has 
removed himself from the Christian fellowship, but you continue to view him as a 
tax collector and sinner. In other words, as some who is lost and must be found. 
We are aware how much time and effort Jesus put into tax collectors and sinners 
in the Gospels. 

This is difficult work. Not all who are lost know or believe they are lost. Not all 
lost want to be found. But take heart, Jesus is involved in the effort. He is the 
Good Shepherd who has laid down His life for the sheep and who came to seek 
and to save the lost. His promise is, “where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.”  

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who have drifted away from the church, that they be rescued by the compassion care of others 

• School athletes who are at risk for the coronavirus during competition, that they remain safe and healthy 

• The unemployed, the laid off, the underemployed and all who struggle during this difficult time 

• The research and testing of coronavirus vaccines 
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