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Matthew 18:1-14 
 

At that time the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling 
to him a child, he put him in the midst 
of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, 
unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles 
himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven.  

5 “Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me, 6 but whoever 
causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better 
for him to have a great millstone 
fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea.  

7 “Woe to the world for 
temptations to sin! For it is necessary 
that temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! 
8 And if your hand or your foot causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
It is better for you to enter life crippled 
or lame than with two hands or two 
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 
9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear 
it out and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life with one eye than with 
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of 
fire.  

10 “See that you do not despise one 
of these little ones. For I tell you that in 
heaven their angels always see the face 
of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What 
do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-
nine on the mountains and go in search 
of the one that went astray? 13 And if 
he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14 So it is not the will of my Father who 
is in heaven that one of these little 
ones should perish.  

 
Give us the humility, O Lord, to depend 
on and trust You for all things. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Who Is the Greatest? 
 

Let’s be honest, we all want to be the greatest. We would like to be 
considered the greatest mom or dad, the greatest son or daughter, the 
greatest husband or wife, the greatest plumber or electrician, the greatest 
teacher or nurse, the greatest surgeon or cardiologist. When I was a 
youngster, I imagined myself as a great baseball player. While I was 
practicing and getting better at the game, I knew I wasn’t the greatest yet, 
but I would be some day. After I came to grips with the idea that I wouldn’t 
be the greatest baseball player, I set my sights on being the greatest 
veterinarian and then husband and then father and then pastor. Sadly, I 
have fallen short in all those categories. 

I know that very few people honestly believe that they are the greatest, 
in whatever category they choose, despite the coffee cup the reads, 
“World’s Greatest Dad.” But we would at least like to outshine our 
contemporaries or colleagues. If I can’t be the greatest dad in the world, at 
least I can compare myself to some other looser dads I know and feel 
superior to them. This is how we play the game. We compare ourselves to 
other, especially those who may be struggling in your area of greatness. In 
fact, we settle for rather mediocre when we can find someone inferior to 
us. “I may not be the most valued employee here, but I worker harder and 
better that Dave, in department six. 

I suspect the disciples were playing this game when they came to Jesus 
and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Did they 
honestly believe that Jesus would say, “Peter, you’re the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven,” or “James, you’re the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” Probably not; but I think they were expecting Jesus to give some 
standard whereby they could measure themselves. They were probably 
thinking Jesus would say, “whoever is one of the 12 disciples is greatest in 
the kingdom.” Or maybe, “whoever leaves their family and occupation to 
follow Me is the greatest.” Or possibly, “whoever performs miracles in My 
name, or teaches about the kingdom, or gives alms to the poor, is the 
greatest.” Their thoughts, no doubt, were focused on what one does or 
their standing or their stature. They were thinking about merit and 
achievement and worthiness. 

Jesus’ response to them must have come as a shock. And calling to him 
a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless 
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.” A child; you’ve got to be kidding! Children were to be 
seen and not heard. They had no rights, no power, no standing. They had 
no accomplishments, no recognition, no worthiness. In the mind of the 
disciples, a child would be the last person you would think of when 
considering greatness. Yet, Jesus points to a child—a dependent, weak, 
helpless, humble child—and says, “Here is the greatest.” Why? Because 
children do not claim greatness. Children depend on others for protection, 
security, food, clothing, housing, everything. Children depend on Jesus, the 
only true Great One. Jesus humbled Himself and was obedient unto death, 
even death on the cross for you and me. Jesus has made all of us great in 
the kingdom of heaven, by doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
Because of Jesus, we are children of the kingdom, sons and daughter of the 
King. 

 

Please pray for: 

• Leaders in our country and world, that they might find greatness in servanthood and humility 

• School athletes who are at risk for the coronavirus during competition, that they remain safe and healthy 

• Churches and ministries working to prevent members and supporters from drifting away 

• The development of a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine 
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