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Romans 13:1-10 

 
Let every person be subject to 

the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God. 
2 Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. 3 For rulers 
are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no 
fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, 
and you will receive his approval, 
4 for he is God's servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant 
of God, an avenger who carries 
out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must 
be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God's wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience. 6 For because of this 
you also pay taxes, for the 
authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay 
to all what is owed to them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue 
to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor 
to whom honor is owed. 

8 Owe no one anything, except 
to love each other, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9 For the commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

 

 
Who is in Charge Here? 

 
This is not an unusual question. Anytime a group of people get together to 

accomplish something it is natural that leadership be found. To be in charge 
assumes a level of responsibility that exceeds that of others. The captain of the 
team has to take leadership and give direction. The coach is the one to organize 
the team and assign positions. The quarterback is the one who calls the plays 
and runs the offence. The teacher is the one who manages the classroom and 
gives the assignments. The boss directs the work to be done and decides how it 
is to be done. 

You need to know who is in charge so you know to whom listen and from 
whom to take direction. If no one is in charge the group has no direction, no 
plan, no purpose. Without someone in charge chaos easily ensues and the 
whole system falters. Most people complain about the authorities. They 
complain about their boss, their leader, their supervisor. But, without them, 
there would be more to complain about than they realize. 

So it is with government. Like anyone in charge, those in government are easy 
targets for criticism and complaint. People do not like being told what to do and 
not to do. They don’t like paying taxes or revenue. They dislike giving honor or 
paying homage to those in authority. Yet, they do have a vital role in civilized 
society. They do have a godly function. In fact, God has instituted and ordained 
government for the good of humankind. He is the one who appoints the 
authorities to lead. This is not the same as saying all leaders occupy their 
position by divine right. The Bible has plenty to say about godly, servant 
leadership. But, whether you like the person occupying the office or not, they do 
have authority over you. They do have the power to judge and punish when 
laws are violated. 

But, who really is in charge here? The answer must be God. He is the one who 
has given authorities their right to rule. He is the one who has allowed them to 
serve. What is more, He is the one who has established right from wrong. He has 
given us the 10 Commandments and has written the law in the human heart. He 
is the one who has summed up what is required of all people by say, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Do all people, even all authorities, acknowledge 
God as the ultimate Authority? The answer is, no. Are all authorities godly, just 
and fair? Again, the answer is, no. But, the human institutions of government 
and those who occupy positions of authority, do so as part of God’s left hand 
kingdom. They serve as instruments of God’s 1st use of the law, to maintain 
order in society. When there is law and order, everyone benefits. When this 
godly function of government breaks down, everyone suffers. 

The ultimate purpose for the governing authorities is so that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives, because God desire all men to be saved and come to 
the knowledge of the truth (1 Tm. 2:1-4). This truth, is found in Jesus, who 
suffered under unjust authorities, even the cross, that we might be saved. 

 
Heavenly Father, You instituted government for our good. Give to us godly 
leaders, that we might enjoy peace and stability in our land. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

 Those who hold positions of power and authority that they might serve for the greater good 

 Our nation, that there might be racial harmony and unity among us 

 For the citizens of our land, that they be guided by just laws and love for the neighbor 

 The medical professionals who work with COVID-19 patients 
 

 

mailto:michael.roth@discovertrinity.org

