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Ezekiel 33:7-9 

 
So you, son of man, I have 

made a watchman for the 
house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, 
you shall give them warning 
from me. 8 If I say to the 
wicked, O wicked one, you shall 
surely die, and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to 
turn from his way, that wicked 
person shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require at 
your hand. 9 But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, 
and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his 
iniquity, but you will have 
delivered your soul. 

 
 
 

Gracious Lord, through Your 
Word and servants, You warn 
us of our sin and need for Your 
Son, our Savior. Give us also, a 
desire to rescue those in 
danger, to save their soul. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Our Job as Watchmen 

 
God said to Ezekiel the prophet, So you, son of man, I have made a watchman 

for the house of Israel. The Lord uses a military metaphor to describe the job He 
was giving Ezekiel. A watchman was to stand guard on the city walls watching for 
approaching enemies. The whole city was dependent on the watchman doing his 
duty. If he were to fall asleep and not notice the enemy approaching it could mean 
disaster and defeat for his countrymen. Lives were at stake. Vigilance and 
faithfulness were required. 

Likewise, it would have been unconscionable for a watchman to see an enemy 
approaching and say nothing. It would be the same as treason and rightly 
punishable by death. In Ezekiel’s case, it was the Lord who gave him the warning to 
speak. It was like a team of watchmen working together. The one sees the enemy 
approaching, alerts the other, who then runs to announce the warning and ready 
the troops. So, the Lord says to Ezekiel, Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, 
you shall give them warning from me. Ezekiel doesn’t have to depend on his own 
discernment or judgment to determine if danger is approaching. The Lord will give 
him the words to speak, the message to proclaim.  

This is also why it is especially unthinkable that Ezekiel would not give the 
Lord’s warning. The Lord says, If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely 
die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. The prophet 
would be liable if he failed to warn the wicked of their ways. I suppose there was 
the temptation to remain silent. Maybe the wicked would not want to hear the 
warning. Maybe they would despise and ridicule the “self-righteous” prophet. 
Maybe worse. Or, maybe the prophet would not care what happens to the wicked; 
they will be getting what they deserve. But, on the other hand, if the prophet does 
his job, he will not be held responsible for the wicked. In the words of the Lord, But 
if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, 
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

You are probably wonder, what does this have to do with me; I’m not a 
prophet. Although that is true enough, we do have a responsibility to one another 
in the care of souls. James 5 says, My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from 
the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a 
sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins. The Lord’s goal is the same today as it was in Ezekiel’s day. He desires to save 
even the wicked. Jesus went to the cross to forgive the sins of all people. Those 
who turn away from the grace of God will be lost. If we can warn someone, we 
should do so. We are obligated to warn someone of danger, if we are aware. Who 
would not sound the alarm if they saw fire in an occupied building? Who would not 
reach out and pull a child away from a speeding car? We wear masks and cover our 
mouths when we cough or sneeze so that we do not infect another person, why 
would we not protect them from the greater danger of sin and eternal death? 

Knowing that this responsibility is heavy and can be abused Paul 
writes, Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. Being a watchman is not an easy job. But, if we are the one needing the 
warning, how blessed we are if the watchman is awake. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who do not know Jesus, their Savior, that they be warned of the dangers of sin and death 

• Schools, teachers and students, that they be kept safe during this coronavirus pandemic 

• Business and industry struggling during this pandemic to remain viable and solvent 

• Researchers and scientists developing a treatment and cure for the coronavirus 
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