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This coming Monday morning is the beginning of a new year for 

Trinity Lutheran School. It is not our first school year, but it may be 

the strangest. During a pandemic operating a school has its challenges. 

In the past, our primary concern was to provide a top-notch, Christ-

centered, Christian education. Although this is still our top priority, 

looming large alongside it, is the goal of keeping our students and staff 

healthy and safe. Our school has been working hard in preparation for 

the children to begin this new school year, with all the protocols in 

place, recommended by the State of Michigan and the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). We will be wearing masks, social 

distancing and sanitizing. If you just think about how much work it 

takes to do this in a school full of children, you begin to understand the 

enormity of this task. Now, add to this, a contingency of students who 

will be in our school but not in our building. These students will be 

receiving an education virtually, over the internet in their own homes. 

Our teachers will be instructing these children, to the best of their 

ability, as if they were there with the rest of the students in the 

classroom. Lord have mercy! 

I think the Bible verse and theme this year is well chosen. It is from 

Joshua 1:9 - Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 

not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

God will be with us throughout our school year. He will care for us 

whether we are a teacher, a student, or a parent. He will be with us 

whether we are healthy or sick, whether we are at peace or stressed, 

whether we are strong and courageous or weak and fearful. God’s 

promise of His presence and mercy is not contingent on the strength of 

our faith or the caliber of our character. His presence and grace in our 

lives is not based on merit or worthiness. It is based on His love and 

promises. 

Joshua and the Israelites were able to cross the Jordan into the 

Promise Land, because God was with them. The Lord knew it would be 

frightening and difficult, with enemies all around. The Lord also knows 

how difficult it is to operate a Christian school surrounded by the viral 

enemy of COVID-19 and the spiritual enemies of sin and Satan seeking 

to destroy us. To us, the Lord says, “Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be frightened and do not be dismayed.” We know that it will be 

challenging. We know that it will be hard. We may be tempted to give 

up and throw in the towel. But we have the promise, “the Lord your 

God is with you wherever you go.” As we look at the cross, we can see 

that God keeps His promises. 


