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We have all heard of skeptic check; you know, the process of 

checking the facts, to make sure they are true. Sometimes you hear or 

read something that just doesn’t sound right, so you do a little 

investigation. Maybe you ask around of people you know and see what 

they think. Maybe you go to websites that tracks spurious stories and 

debunks outlandish theories. By the way, the McDonald’s restaurant in 

Oklahoma didn’t really have horse and human meat in its freeze, 

according to snopes.com. the same website also assures it readers that 

the COVID Act does not allow schools to quarantine minor student away 

from their homes without their parent’s permission. 

Today, with the internet and Facebook, conspiracy theories, fake 

news and wild ideas abound. Who knows what to believe? We are all 

becoming skeptics. This is nothing new, Nathanael, also known as 

Bartholomew, in the New Testament, was skeptical of Philip and Jesus. 

Since August 24, is his day on the church calendar, it might be good to 

consider this skeptic. 

As we read in John 1, Jesus found Philip and said, “Follow me.” 

Philip then went to Nathanael and said, “We have found him of whom 

Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the 

son of Joseph.” Skeptical Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip simply said to him, “Come and see.” When 

Nathanael met Jesus, this Man from Nazareth knew all about him. 

Nathanael again questions, “How do you know me?” Jesus responded 

with more divine knowledge, at which point Nathanael confesses, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

It took some convincing, but the skeptic Nathanael became a 

believer in Jesus. Maybe it took awhile before we became believers in 

Jesus also. Maybe we are still skeptical. But, like Nathanael, before we 

know Jesus, He knows us. Jesus knows everything about us. He knows 

our needs and desires, our fears and insecurities, our hopes and 

dreams. He knows how to reach us and settle our doubts and answer 

our skepticisms. He knows how to reach us. Jesus used Philip to reach 

Nathanael. He also uses the people in our lives to encourage and 

strengthen us in the faith. He also uses us to the same for others. 

In this world of skeptics, there is one thing that can bring assurance 

and confidence; that is the sure Word of God. If you study it carefully, 

you discover that all the promises are fulfilled, all the words are true, 

and all the blessings are real. There is good reason to be a skeptic 

when it comes to the words of man. But there is no reason to be so 

when it comes to the words of God. Nathanael learn that; so can we. 


