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This is usually the time of year when there is a lot of excitement 
and anticipation. Schools are gearing up to welcome students. Bands 
and football teams are practicing. Colleges and universities are doing 
freshman orientation. Upperclassmen are making their way back from 
summer jobs and settling into dormitories and apartments. Big 10 
football is having scrimmages and people are preparing their fantasy 
football teams. Major League Baseball is normally sorting out the front 
runners and preparing for the fall push to the playoffs. Even in the 
church, a new program year has been mapped out and Bible studies 
and ministry groups are forming. Yes, it is normally a busy and exciting 
time of year. 

However, this year is different; totally different. If there was a 
word to describe this year it would not be exciting. It would be 
uncertain. The uncertainties of this year loom large. Our teachers at 
Trinity are reporting this coming Monday to begin preparing their 
classrooms, organizing their lessons and meeting with their colleagues. 
All of this is busy, and often overwhelming, in a good year. But this 
year brings added stress and uncertainty. We do not yet know if we will 
start the school year in phase 3 or 4 of the coronavirus pandemic. In 
phase 3 all learning will be done virtually, not in-person. In phase 4 
some students will be in the classroom and others will be at home 
virtually. The challenge with phase 4 is that the same class will have 
some in-person students and some at-home students. The teachers will 
need to do double duty. Now, what happens when a student starts 
showing symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19? How do you teach a 
child in quarantine? Or, now this is even more challenging, what if a 
teacher tests positive? Who will substitute in the classroom or prepare 
virtual lessons? Indeed, there are many uncertainties in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 

The one thing that is not uncertain is God’s unfailing love and 
promised presence. We know that God will be with us all the days of 
our lives. His love and mercy never end. As Psalm 118 says repeatedly,  

 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 
If anything, the uncertainties of our times should encourage us to 

call upon the Lord. Let us commend our church and school, our 
teachers and church workers, into the hands of our good and loving 
God. In fact, would you be willing to serve as a prayer partner to one 
of our church, school or ECC staff this coming year? All that we ask is 
that you keep them in prayer and encourage them with a supportive or 
helpful word. If you would like to join others in praying for a specific 
staff person contact Melissa or the church office. 


