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Who is in your circle? This is a question that would have seemed 
strange several months ago, but now is understood by most people. 
Since the start of COVID-19 we have learned about social distancing, 
contact tracing, epidemiology and a host of other things we knew little 
or nothing about not long ago. One of those concepts is your circle, 
cohort, family group, or bubble. We are told to keep our circle small 
and be careful who we let it. Our circle includes those we have close 
contact with and share space and air. Of course, the people who live in 
your house are in your circle. You share space, breathable air, and 
common property. Basically, you share each other’s germs and viruses. 
The reason you limit the number of people in your circle is because 
yours is not their only circle. Those in your circle have formed circles 
elsewhere, at work, school, church, and social groups. One can quickly 
see how difficult it is to control the web of one’s network. 

Church has always been an important part of people’s circles. 
Small group Bible studies, social ministry teams, ladies’ groups, men’s 
groups, youth groups, work groups, choirs, etc. have all made up the 
important circles in our lives. These days, many of our circles have 
disappeared or shrunk considerably. Not only does this reality affect 
our personal lives, it also impacts the fellowship of the Body of Christ. 
Part of our discussion this past week, with our Ministry Leadership 
Team, is how can we continue or create the fellowship that is so 
important to a congregation.  

In all honesty, we did not have any great ideas. We discussed 
setting up Facebook hangouts, or Google Meet rooms or get togethers. 
We talked about having in person, face-to-face small groups (10 or 
less) that are made of existing circles or created to be exclusive 
groups. I am wondering if any of you have some good ideas. How about 
you? Would you be open to joining an exclusive small group that meets 
in person with trusted friends? Would you like to participate in an 
online fellowship or Bible study group? Do you have any other ideas on 
how Trinity might continue to enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 
family during this time of social isolation? We also recognize the need 
for an online ministry and presence. Currently we are hosting online 
worship and have a couple of Zoom Bible classes. Do you have any 
suggestions on how we can improve or expand what we are doing? Do 
you have any suggestions or creative ideas on how to carry out mission 
and ministry in a virtual world? 

Please share with me your suggestions and ideas. Let me know 
what you would like to see us do, as a congregation, to maintain the 
bond of Christian love. Also, keep your church family in prayers. Your 
ministry staff at Trinity church and school is committed to serving you 
with God’s Word, even during these difficult times. 


