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Carrying on ministry in the middle of a pandemic is not easy. 

Ministry, by nature, is relational. It depends on face to face interaction 

with people. The fellowship of believes, encouraging and supporting 

each other is an important aspect of the church, the body of Christ. 

When this is curtailed it is hard to share the Gospel on a personal level. 

There are also some practical considerations which create 

interesting challenges. As pastors often say, “they didn’t teach us this 

at the Seminary.” For instance, having a Voters’ meeting requiring 100 

in attendance to reach a quorum. To meet this challenge, we are 

setting up the gym with recommended distance between chairs and 

encouraging everyone to wear a mask. We have done our best to get 

the word out and ask people to let us know they are attending. If you 

haven’t registered your plans to attend, please do. It may not be 

exciting, but the business of the modern church requires budgets and 

election of officers and board members. Trinity also owns a house, 

which is vacant, that we must consider. Therefore, we are planning to 

have our required annual meeting this coming Monday night at 6:30. 

Another challenge that we are currently facing is the reopening of 

our school in about 5 weeks. In the 154 years of our school we have 

never faced anything quite like this. We are given certain mandates 

and recommendations from the state of Michigan that we are to follow. 

This is new for everyone, so there are no proven or tested models to 

follow. Some students will need to wear masks while at school, other 

will not. All teachers and staff are required to wear masks. Classes 

cannot be combined for such things as lunch, recess, gym or music, as 

they were in the past. Rooms and equipment must be sanitized after 

each use. Students cannot share materials or equipment. Lunches will 

be eaten in the classroom. Field trips and parent and grandparent visits 

and events must be curtailed. Students testing positive for COVID-19 

must be quarantined, along with their class. Students who cannot come 

to school must be reached, in some way, while they are home. Virtual 

education is a new concept that must be mastered by our teachers. 

This will not be an easy year for our teachers. They are putting their 

own health and well-being as risk just coming to school. They will have 

to manage all the safety protocols given to them by the state and our 

own local health department. They will have to educate in ways that 

are completely new to them, without any proven models and methods 

to follow. 

Please pray for our teachers, the staff, the students and our church 

and school. Encourage your church leaders and workers any way you 

can. The Lord will bless us, as He always has, often, through you! 


