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In the Gospel reading for Sunday, Jesus says, “He who has ears, let 

him hear.” It is a way of saying, “Pay attention, this is important.” So, 

it begs the question, what important things do we miss because we 

aren’t paying attention or listening? Just because we have ears and can 

hear, doesn’t mean we are listening. Many a parent has accused his or 

her children or a wife her husband of not listening. But aren’t we all 

guilty of not listening to what God is trying to tell us? 

In the context of this Gospel reading in Matthew 13, Jesus is 

teaching the people with parables about the word of the kingdom. He 

describes the different types of reception received by those who hear 

the Word of God. I think that we are challenged in a couple of different 

ways when it comes to using our ears to hear. 

The first problem is when we simply do not listen to the Word. In 

that Word, God desires to share with us His heart, His thoughts, His 

guidance and His will for us. These are all important, even life and 

death, things. When we don’t read the Word for ourselves, listen to 

sermons or engage in Bible studies we are ignoring the treasures of 

God’s kingdom. What God has to give us is precious and life-giving. Why 

would we not want to receive the gifts He has to give? 

Another way we are not hearing the Word is when we bring our own 

pre-conceived opinions and biases to the text. This occurs when we 

listen to sermons and assume the preacher is talking about other 

people. At other times we may hear the sermon and disagree with the 

preacher, after all he doesn’t understand what it is like to live in our 

world. Sometimes we may read the word and bring our interpretation 

to the text. We could call this creative or, at times ignorant, exegesis. 

In other words, it would be like me reading a medical report without 

the assistance of a medical expert. I would be assuming certain things 

with no way of knowing if I am right. 

In the above, I am not suggesting that you have to be a pastor or a 

theologian to read and understand the Word. I am suggesting that we 

need to approach the Word humbly and open to the assistance of the 

greater church—both broadly, including the study of others today and 

deeply, consulting the understanding of the church through the 

centuries. Thankfully, our Lutheran tradition appreciates the voice of 

the ancient fathers, the Reformation scholars and the church actively 

engaged today. Therefore it is helpful to read the Word on your own 

and listen to sermons and read books from others. 

Jesus spoke in parables to teach the people, even though they 

already had the Scriptures. We also who have ears, should hear. 


