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Matthew 11:25-30 
 

25 At that time Jesus 
declared, “I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things 
from the wise and 
understanding and revealed 
them to little children; 26 yes, 
Father, for such was your 
gracious will. 27 All things have 
been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 

 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, You took upon 
Yourself the burden of our sin 
and guilt and carried it to the 
cross. Enable us to trust You to 
walk with us through life and 
give us the final victory. In Your 
holy name we pray. Amen. 

Don’t Make It Harder than It Has to Be 
It has been many years since I changed the oil in my own car. In fact, I vividly 

remember the last time. I even remember the car; an Oldsmobile Omega that we 
had bought from my wife’s grandpa. I am embarrassed to admit, but it took me 
over 2 hours. This car did not have a lot of clearance, so I had it up on ramps, that 
still did not give me much room. I could not get my hand up under the engine in 
order to get a hold of the oil filter. I struggled to get my filter wrench attached. 
Most of 2 hours was used in just getting the oil filter out. Of course, by the time 
this was accomplished, I was hot and sweaty, dirty and covered in oil, and 
extremely frustrated. At that point I vowed never to change my own oil again. 
Why make the chore harder than I have to? 

There are a lot of things in life that are whole lot easier if you hire it out to the 
experts. They have all the right equipment, tools and know-how. They make it 
look easy. Why make something harder than you have to? It seems that this was 
the problem Jesus was addressing in our text. There were many people, 
especially the religious experts, who rejected Jesus because His message was too 
simple. Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children.” His detractors were the “wise and understanding,” so they thought. 
They believed that they could come to know God through their advanced 
learning and study. They thought they could earn the favor of God by observing 
all the laws properly, and then some. They thought their superiority would be 
recognized and rewarded by God. On all counts, they were wrong. 

Jesus said instead, that the kingdom of God has been given to little children. 
Those who do not pretend to know it all; who do not fain obedience to all the 
laws; who are humble and dependent on others, are well suited for God’s gifts. 
Little children do not hesitate to ask for help or admit they do not know how to 
do something. Their pride and stubbornness do not prevent them from being 
blessed by God. The only way to know God, to know the Father, is by the 
revelation of His Son, Jesus. What little children know about God is that He loves 
them. “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” That is as 
complicated as it gets. Sure, there is a lifetime of learning that will take place in 
the Christian faith and life, but the simple saving truth does not change. 

You might argue that the adult world is much more complicated and difficult 
than the world of a child. True enough, but it doesn’t have to be as complicated 
and as hard as we make it. Jesus says to us sophisticated adults, “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” He is urging us to put all 
our cares and troubles in His hands. He knows the burdens and problems we 
bear. He knows our anxieties and fears. He invites us to take a deep breath, relax 
and entrust to Him the cares of the world. 

How does this work? Jesus explains, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” A yoke is the heavy wooden beam that 
is harnessed to two work animals. Be assured, when we are yoked to Jesus, He 
will do all the work. It is like the young calf yoked alongside his mother in order to 
learn the task. The mother does all the pulling, the young one just walks along 
beside her and learns from her. She gently and patiently teachers her young. 

Life and faith don’t have to be any harder than trusting in Jesus for 
forgiveness and salvation. Laying our burdens on Him and taking His yoke, to be 
carried along, is leaving an impossible job to the Expert. Why make it harder than 
it has to be? 

 

Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are burdened and heavy laden with the cares of life, that they may come to Jesus 

• Civil servants working to make others safe and well 

• Young people who are unaware of the dangers in life, that they be protected and guided by the Lord 

• Researches seeking a treatment and cure for the coronavirus 
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