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Matthew 11:16-19 
 

6 “But to what shall I 
compare this generation? It is 
like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to 
their playmates, 

17 “‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; 
    we sang a dirge, and you did 
not mourn.’ 

18 For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they 
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The 
Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look at 
him! A glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified 
by her deeds.” 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus, forgive us for our 
cynicism and unbelief. Help us 
to accept You as our Savior and 
Lord. Enable us to support and 
carry on Your kingdom work in 
our world. In Your name we 
pray. Amen. 

You Can’t Win 
 

I enjoy learning the origin of common expressions. The one above, I find 
myself using a lot these days. A variation on this same idea is probably more 
common. Its origin was from an American evangelist, Lorenzo Dow, who decided 
at a very early age to devote his life to teaching the word of God and began 
preaching at the age of 19. Although his views were like those of the Methodists, 
he was never formally affiliated with them. He roamed on horseback throughout 
the northern and southern parts of the U.S. Dow's dramatic sermons, eccentric 
manners, and strange looking clothes made him a frequent topic of conversation. 
He died in 1834, and in 1836 his written works were edited and published. They 
included "Reflections on the Love of God." In this essay he criticized preachers 
who made the Word contradict itself by what they preached. In his words, “You 
can and you can't-You shall and you shan't-You will and you won't-And you will 
be damned if you do-And you will be damned if you don't." 

Apparently, many of my colleagues in the LCMS have been feeling the same 
way lately. The following was posted on the LCMS Facebook page Encouraged 
and Encouraging group:  

3 weeks ago: 
Church Member 1: “Pastor, why in the world are you reopening church 

services so soon?” 
Church Member 2: “Pastor, why in the world did you ever shut down church 

services in the first place?” 
2 weeks ago: 
Church Member 1: “Pastor, you don’t seem to care about the struggle of 

minorities.” 
Church Member 2: “Pastor, why haven’t you been more supportive of the 

police.” 
1 week ago: 
Church Member 1: “Require masks! Pastor, clearly you don’t care about 

human lives.” 
Church Member 2: “Require masks? Pastor, clearly you don’t care about 

human liberty.” 
This is the same position Jesus was in. His contemporaries were acting like 

little children who weren’t happy, no matter what was done for them. When the 
flute was played joyfully, they refused to dance. When a dirge was sung, they 
refused to mourn. There was no pleasing them. 

Jesus and John the Baptist were on the same team and proclaimed the same 
message. With John, they accused him of having a demon, because he refused to 
eat and drink sumptuously, as they did. With Jesus, He ate and drank, as one 
would expect, and they accused Him of being a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners. He could not win. Those who rejected Him, were 
rejecting the Father. They had their mind made up about Him and His deeds of 
love and words of grace were not going to convince them otherwise. 

Jesus truly was a friend of tax collectors and sinners. What His detractors 
would not admit was they too were sinners, whom Jesus longed to befriend. 
What a blessing to us that Jesus is a friend of sinners, because that means He 
died for each of us. His love for those not like us, doesn’t mean He doesn’t love 
us. May the Lord give us an open mind to His workings and ways in our world. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Unity in faith and purpose in the church 

• Decision makers in the church who struggle to balance bipolar opinions regarding this pandemic 

• Governmental leaders given the responsibility by God to lead with integrity and truth 

• An end to the coronavirus pandemic 
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