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Zechariah 9:9-12 

 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to 
you; 
    righteous and having salvation is 
he, 
humble and mounted on a 
donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim 
    and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, 
    and he shall speak peace to the 
nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends 
of the earth. 
11 As for you also, because of the 
blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, 
O prisoners of hope; 
    today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord and King, You have come to 
give us peace and hope. Your rule 
extends from sea to sea, over all 
the nations. Make us prisoners of 
hope that others may see our faith 
and be direct to You, the Source of 
our hope and joy. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
Prisoner of Hope 

 
Like most high schools, mine had mock elections at the end of the year for 

seniors. I was voted by my classmates, Class Optimist. There was no plaque or 
scholarship involved. No fanfare or speeches were given. It was just for fun 
and a picture in the yearbook. However, I was pleased that people recognized 
my optimism, although I identified it as hope. As a person who was given the 
spiritual gift of faith, I have always been filled with optimism and hope. I 
honestly believe that things are in the hands of God and will turn out 
according to His good and gracious will. 

You might argue, that as a teenager who had not suffered any life traumas 
in childhood, who was a good student and had a promising future, why would 
I not be optimistic. Fair point, but I was not the only one in my school fitting 
that description. I believe, what my classmates saw was my faith. Now, I am 
no longer a young naive teenager and I have seen and experienced my share 
of tragedy and trauma. I know the world can be a cruel and unforgiving place. I 
know that there is disease, disaster and death. Yet, I still have hope. I am still 
an optimist. I truly believe that all things are in God’s hands and that He will 
accomplish His good and gracious will in His people. I am a prisoner of hope. 

This is the message of Zechariah. He is writing to people who have 
returned from the Babylonian Captivity, to a city and temple in ruins. The 
luster and glory of the old days is gone, probably never to return. This, 
however, does not change the Lord’s plans. His people had experience trauma 
and disappointment; they were still struggling with an uncertain future and 
enemies who wanted them to fail. They were in their homeland, but life was 
not as safe and secure, as joyful and idyllic as they had hoped. Yet, the Lord is 
faithful to the covenant He made with them. To them and through them 
would come a King. Not an ordinary, sinful, fallible, human king, but one who 
is righteous and having salvation. 

The Lord’s promise is that this King would come with humility and peace. 
His rule would not be for His own glory or self-service. Instead, He would come 
to defeat the enemies that oppress His people. He would deliver them from 
their prisons of despair and fear. He would bring peace to the nations and 
restore double to those who have lost their families, their fortunes and their 
future. No matter how bad things seemed to be, the Lord was giving them 
hope. They could trust in the Lord’s promises of a coming King. They could 
count on deliverance from the real enemy of sin and death, despair and dread. 

There is no reason for us not to be hope-filled and optimistic about our 
lives. The King, promised by Zechariah, has come in the person of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. In humility He assumed our human flesh and took responsibility 
for our sin and guilt. He travelled the difficulty and deadly road to the cross. 
There He paid for our sin and has delivered us from the waterless pit, from 
death and hell. No matter what happens during this lifetime—sickness, 
traumas, hardships, heartaches, disasters and death—our King of 
righteousness and salvation is with us and for us. His good and gracious 
purpose for us will be accomplished. You can count on it. 

We are all prisoners of hope, because our Lord and King has ensured the 
victory. 

 

Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are struggling to fear and anxiety, that God would give them faith and hope 

• Our national leaders that they govern and lead with wisdom and honesty for the good of all 

• Young adults who are entering college and careers with uncertainty 

• The discovery of a vaccine to prevent COVID-19 
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