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Psalm 145:1-14 
 

• I will extol you, my God and King, 
    and bless your name forever and 
ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you 
    and praise your name forever and 
ever. 
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised, 
    and his greatness is unsearchable. 

• 4 One generation shall commend your 
works to another, 
    and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of your 
majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works, I will 
meditate. 
6 They shall speak of the might of 
your awesome deeds, 
    and I will declare your greatness. 
7 They shall pour forth the fame of 
your abundant goodness 
    and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness. 

• 8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
9 The Lord is good to all, 
    and his mercy is over all that he 
has made. 

• 10 All your works shall give thanks to 
you, O Lord, 
    and all your saints shall bless you! 
11 They shall speak of the glory of 
your kingdom 
    and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to the children of 
man your mighty deeds, 
    and the glorious splendor of your 
kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures 
throughout all generations. 

• [The Lord is faithful in all his words 
    and kind in all his works.]  
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling 
    and raises up all who are bowed 
down. 
 

Credit Where Credit is Due 
 

When you are young you believe that older kids and grownups can do 
just about anything. I remember being at my neighbor’s farm one day when 
I was probably 7 or 8 years old. Their teenage son was doing the chores, 
when he said, “Hey, do want to see how strong I am? I can lift a tractor.” 
“No you can’t, I don’t believe you,” was my reply. So, he went over to the 
tractor and grabbed a hold of the hitch. He said, “Now watch this hitch, as I 
lift this tractor.” With a great deal of grimacing and some grunting, he lifted 
on the hitch and I saw the bar rise about four inches. Then with a sigh of 
exhaustion he slammed the hitch back into place. I was amazed. He was the 
strongest kid I ever met. Only later, did I discover, he didn’t lift the tractor, 
only the hitch. He greatly exaggerated his strength. 

It is like the dad who works in the auto factory and tells his kid, “See 
that Buick, I built that car.” What he did was assemble one of the 
components that went into the car. Or, like the man who tells his neighbor, 
“Yah, I built this house 25 years ago.” In reality, he hired the contractor 
who worked with the carpenters, electricians, plumbers, cement layers and 
painters who built his house. It is always tempting to exaggerate our 
contributions and take credit where none is due. 

This would have been easy for King David. He was the greatest king 
Israel ever had. He conquered numerous nations and built a kingdom. He 
was loved and admired by his people and they put their hope and trust in 
him for prosperity and security. Yet, David begins this psalm saying, I will 
extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. King 
David calls Yahweh his God and King. He knows the Source of his blessings 
and the Strength of his rule. 

Rather than seeking praise for himself, David urges all people to extol 
and magnify the Lord. He says, 3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable.  One generation shall commend your 
works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. He encourages each 
generation to tell the next about the Lord. He goes on, They shall speak of 
the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your greatness. They 
shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of 
your righteousness. As great as David was, he knew that God was greater 
and should be praised. 

David knew his kingdom was of this world and had no enduring hope. 
But the kingdom of the Lord would last forever. Your kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all 
generations. Long after David is gone and the kingdom of Israel has 
vanished, the Lord will sit on His throne ruling with steadfast love and 
mercy. David declares, The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all 
that he has made. 

Let us also give credit where credit is due. Our God and Savior has 
made us and given us all that we have. Only by the grace of God are we so 
abundantly blessed. All your works shall give thanks to you, Lord, and all 
your saints shall bless you! 

 
Lord we praise You, our God and King. Rule in us and give us the desire to 
tell of Your mighty deeds to each generation. In Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Please pray for: 
 

• Those who have compromised health and are vulnerable to the coronavirus 

• The leaders of our country and community that they govern and guide with wisdom and integrity 

• Business and families that are struggling economically 

• Scientists who are seeking solutions to COVID-19 
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