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Matthew 10:40-42 

 
40 “Whoever receives you 

receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives him who 
sent me. 41 The one who receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet 
will receive a prophet's reward, 
and the one who receives a 
righteous person because he is a 
righteous person will receive a 
righteous person's reward. 42 And 
whoever gives one of these little 
ones even a cup of cold water 
because he is a disciple, truly, I say 
to you, he will by no means lose 
his reward.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, we often feel 
small and insignificant, yet we are 
not so to You. You know our name 
and the number of hairs on our 
head. As You have sent Your Son 
to die for us, give us the 
willingness to sacrifice for others. 
Through Jesus Christ, Your Son our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Small Things Matter 

 
Just because something is small, doesn’t mean it is unimportant. Consider 

the coronavirus, it is so small you can’t even see it with the naked eye, but it 
has changed our world. So, it is with all kinds of viruses, germs, bacteria and 
other molecular invaders. Or, think of the difference one little atom can make 
in a compound. We breath oxygen, O2. But if we add an oxygen atom to the 
compound, we get O3, which is know as ozone, and although it protects us 
from solar radiation, is toxic to us when we breathe it. Or, add a hydrogen 
atom to the compound and you get water, H2O. Water is essential to life and 
we should drink plenty of it. But if you add another oxygen atom to this 
compound, you get H2O2, which is hydrogen peroxide, which would burn a 
hole right through your stomach if you were to drink it. Small things do make a 
difference. 

In this chapter of Matthew, Jesus is telling His disciples, that they will have 
challenges when they follow Him. They will be like sheep in the midst of 
wolves. … They will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake. 
… Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be 
hated by all for my name's sake. … I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. Of 
course, this is the downside of being a disciple. 

There is, however, an upside. Those who receive a disciple of Jesus, that is 
accept them as a brother or sister in Christ, also receives Jesus. Those who 
receive Jesus, receives the Father who sent Him. To receive a prophet or a 
righteous man is to accept the Word from God he brings or to have fellowship 
in the faith with another. Such a one, will receive a reward from God. In other 
words, they will be blessed to share the faith and have assurance of 
forgiveness and eternal life. 

Likewise, when a disciple shares a cup of cold water with one of the least, 
they are serving Jesus. The point is, a small gesture, done in the name of Jesus 
as His disciple, is significant in the eyes of God and valuable to the other 
person. This forces us to consider the smallest things we do in our daily life 
and consider the reason we do them and the impact they may have on others. 

Jesus says, whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water 
because he is a disciple. The reason we do what we do is because we are Jesus’ 
disciple. Our service to each other, no matter how small or insignificant, is 
because we are followers of Jesus. In addition, that small act of kindness, may 
make all the difference in the world to the recipient. The cup of cold water 
may save the life of a thirsty child. The simple smile may change another 
person whole perspective on the day. That kind word of praise may make the 
difference between a student pursuing a career in medicine instead of 
dropping out of school. The meal served may mean a fellow human being lives 
another day. 

We do not know what impact we will make in the lives of others with every 
small deed. But we do know small things matter. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The least among us who struggle with life in good times and especially now in times of uncertainty 

• Our nation that we might be united in faith and love for each other 

• Those who supply the food and necessities of life to us 

• Research labs who seek solutions to disease and medical challenges 
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