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Matthew 10:34-39 

 
34 “Do not think that I have come to 

bring peace to the earth. I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I 
have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's 
enemies will be those of his own 
household. 37 Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of 
me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 
38 And whoever does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, You gave Your life that we 
might live. Give us the faith to let go of 
our life to follow You; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
world without end. Amen. 

 
Finding by Losing 

 
This is a hard passage to accept. Simply put, Jesus is saying that if we are 

to follow Him, we must put Him above everything and everyone else. To be a 
disciple of Jesus He must be the top priority. If you are to be in, you must be 
all in. 

It reminds me of the prophet Elisha. When the prophet Elijah was nearing 
the end of his ministry, he asked of the Lord to supply a successor. The Lord 
sent him to Elisha, upon whom he was to lay his mantle. 1 Kings 19 tells us 
how Elisha responded to the call from the Lord, through the prophet Elijah.  

 
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he 
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon 
him. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me 
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he 
said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21 And he 
returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and 
sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and 
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after 
Elijah and assisted him. 
 

Elisha was a farmer when God called him to be a prophet. In fact, he 
was plowing his fields when Elijah came to him. He had not attended 
Seminary and had not set his life’s goal on being a prophet. He didn’t 
know what the job would involve or if he could do it. Nevertheless, after 
bidding his parents farewell, he sacrificed his 12 yoke of oxen, 24 in all, 
and burned them on the altar he had made with the wood of his plows. 
That was his whole livelihood! He was all in. He left his former career 
and life behind to follow the calling of God. 

In this text from Matthew 10, Jesus is saying that when a person 
becomes one of His followers, he may very well run into opposition from 
his own family. He is not encouraging this, but being honest with the 
potential reality. 

Our relationship with Jesus is the most important one we will ever 
have. This is a relationship that extends into eternity. Our earthly 
relationships, even with family, may or may not last into eternity. Even if 
they do, they are not the same as the relationship we have with Jesus 

The truth is, a commitment to follow Jesus is the only thing that can 
make our relationships with our family eternal. By following Jesus, we 
will strive to be more loving and caring of the people in our lives. As they 
come to know and follow Jesus, they too will grow in their love and care 
for us. By sharing a common faith in Christ, we share a common destiny 
with our family. When we give up our personal desires and ambitions to 
follow Jesus, we gain a life that only He can give. To follow Jesus, we 
must slaughter our oxen and burn our plows. We must lose our life to 
find real and eternal life. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The faith and determination to follow Jesus, no matter the sacrifice 

• Those who are struggling economically, especially those who lost their jobs due to the pandemic 

• Wisdom to elect leaders who will serve with integrity and honor 

• An speedy end to the coronavirus pandemic 
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