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Jeremiah 28:5-9 

 
5 Then the prophet Jeremiah 

spoke to Hananiah the prophet in 
the presence of the priests and 
all the people who were standing 
in the house of the Lord, 6 and 
the prophet Jeremiah 
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; 
may the Lord make the words 
that you have prophesied come 
true, and bring back to this place 
from Babylon the vessels of the 
house of the Lord, and all the 
exiles. 7 Yet hear now this word 
that I speak in your hearing and 
in the hearing of all the 
people. 8 The prophets who 
preceded you and me from 
ancient times prophesied war, 
famine, and pestilence against 
many countries and great 
kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet 
who prophesies peace, when the 
word of that prophet comes to 
pass, then it will be known that 
the Lord has truly sent the 
prophet.” 

 
 

Heavenly Father enable us to 
hear Your Word of truth with an 
open mind and an open heart, so 
that we might repent of our sin 
and trust in Your promises; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Telling Them What They Want to Hear 

 
Everyone has cognitive biases even thought they are unaware. Maybe the most 

common cognitive bias is the confirmation bias. People tend to listen to and give 
more weight to those thoughts and ideas that confirm what they already believe. 
Rather than considering both sides of an argument confirmation bias causes the 
listener to dismiss the facts that contradict their previous held beliefs and 
exaggerate the facts that support these beliefs. Therefore two people can look at 
the same statistics or hear the same words or observe the same event and come to 
opposite conclusions. For instance, on the issues of gun control people today have 
very strongly held beliefs. So, when a well-publicized shooting occurs one person 
might conclude that this is exactly why we need gun control, while another person 
concludes this is exactly why we should not have gun control. Similar dichotomies 
can be seen in issues like climate change, abortion, immigration, racism, social 
welfare and politics. Cognitive bias is why leaders tell their audience what they think 
they want to hear and why audiences listen to leaders who confirm what they want 
to believe. Our biases prevent us from rationally considering both sides of an issue 
and making a balanced and informed decision. 

This is what was happening in this text. The false prophet Hananiah was telling 
the people that the Babylonian Captivity was soon to come to an end. The people 
would return to Jerusalem and the temple would be restored. Hananiah had a great 
following, because this is what the people wanted to hear. They did not believe that 
God was using these foreigners to discipline them. They did not believe they were 
under God’s judgment. They did not want to believe the prophets who foretold of 
war, famine and pestilence. So, Hananiah was telling the people what they wanted 
to hear. He was playing into their well-established beliefs. 

Jeremiah, on the other hand, foretold of a 70-year captivity, under the judgment 
of God. He was calling people to repentance and laying the blame for their current 
plight at their own feet. Jeremiah was speaking words of truth, as difficult as it was 
to hear. Because the people did not want to believe his words, they refused to listen 
to him and made his life as a prophet extremely difficult. Their confirmation bias 
caused them to reject all the evidence contrary to their beliefs. 

Jeremiah knew the people were deceived. In effect, he said to them, “Time will 
tell.” In his words, “As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the 
prophet.” Hananiah was prophesying peace, but Jeremiah knew peace was not to 
come in their lifetime. As a true prophet, sent by God, he was not going to simply 
tell them what they wanted to hear. 

When it comes to our own confirmation or cognitive biases, what truths do we 
refuse to believe? Do we deny our need for repentance? Are we unable to see our 
sin? Are we quick to blame others rather than take personal responsibility? Do we 
read the Word in such a way that it supports our previously held ideas? Do we re-
interpret the Word to support our agenda? Do we refuse to listen to messages that 
challenge our biases and force us to change our thinking? 

Thankfully, the Lord knows our weaknesses and biased beliefs and persists to 
bring us the truth of His love and forgiveness in Christ. He attends His Word with the 
Holy Spirit who can soften our sinful heart and transform our thinking and doing to 
conform to His will. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Harmony and unity in the Word of truth among Christians as they witness to the world 

• A desire on the part of more and more people to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ 

• Governmental leaders and workers that they might serve the public good with integrity 

• Medical professionals treating the sick and searching for answers 
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