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I took some vacation this past week. We did some tent camping at 
one of our nearby state parks. We enjoyed the adventure, although 
there were challenges, all too familiar to those who like to camp. 

When I was younger, camping with my parents and siblings, I 
always considered the most rustic camping the best. Who needs 
electricity, running water, gas stoves and other modern camping gear? 
Give me a tent, or at least a tarp, a sleeping bag, a hatchet, some food 
that can be cooked over an open fire and I am all set. I am older now, 
and not ashamed to say, I used electricity at the campsite this past 
week. I even used my cell phone as a hot spot to send out Grace Notes 
and some emails. You may have noticed the irregular time of delivery. I 
even took a hot shower in the bathhouse. I will admit, I have gotten 
soft in my old age. 

Nevertheless, there are lessons to be learned while camping. In 
addition to patience and resourcefulness, you learn once again of the 
beauty of God’s creation. To be able to hike through the woods and 
admire the magnificent trees and forest growth is wonderful. The 
bright blue sky in the day and the bright stars and moon at night are 
awe inspiring. To look over the beauty of Lake Michigan and 
wildflowers in the woods helps you appreciate God’s handiwork. 

Another lesson, easily learned, is that our daily lives have been 
enhanced by modern technology. Take it all away for only a few days 
and you realize our lives a pretty good. Think of all you can do with 
electricity in your home. We are lost when the power goes out, even 
for a short time. Consider the benefits of hot and cold running water in 
your house. Reflect on the comfortable beds you sleep in, the warm 
blankets, the clean clothes, the dry shoes, microwave oven, flush 
toilets and the like. Take all that away and make do as our forebearers 
did, and you realize the creature comforts have made our lives easier 
and more enjoyable. 

With our comfortable lives being interrupted by COVID-19 we can 
easily forget how blessed we are. As a people, we love to complain and 
so we do. We complain that we can’t go to our favorite restaurant or 
gym. We can’t socialize with our friends and shop like we used to. We 
must wear those annoying masks and disinfect everything. But really, 
are we not still tremendously blessed? 

We live in a place and time like none other in history. God has 
been good to us in so many ways. Past pandemics claimed 50-70% of 
the population in certain cities. Life expectancies for even the 
healthiest was about half of what it is today. Life still has its 
challenges, no denying, but God has blessed us. Mostly, His blessings 
come through Jesus our Savior. This eternal blessing will be in a land 
with no hardships, no troubles, no death. Thanks be to God! 

 


