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Luke 17:1-4 

 
And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to 

sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through 
whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were 
cast into the sea than that he should cause one of 
these little ones to sin.  3 Pay attention to 
yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if 
he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you 
seven times in the day, and turns to you seven 
times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our 
faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a 
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you. 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus, You have done for us what we could 
never do for ourselves or other—You have forgiven 
our sins and made us part of Your kingdom. Work 
faith in us that we might forgive and serve one 
another. In Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Doing the Impossible 

 
A very popular genre of movies and literature these days, is that 

of the superhero. Everyone is familiar with characters like 
Superman, Batman, Spiderman, The Flash, The Hulk, etc. All these 
characters have some sort of superpower. They can do things that 
ordinary humans cannot do. We have probably all imagined having 
some superpower ourselves at times. What if we could fly or leap 
tall buildings with a single bound? What if we were really fast or 
strong? Who wouldn’t want to do the impossible? 

It seems that Jesus is asking His disciples to do the impossible, in 
this text. First of all, He is warning them against causing others to 
sin, especially the most vulnerable. Being the cause of another’s 
fall into sin and separation from God is a serious offense. It would 
better to drown in the sea than to answer to God for someone 
else’s eternal ruin. So, Jesus says, Pay attention to yourselves! 

Then Jesus says we are to rebuke sinners and forgiven them. No 
one wants to rebuke other people, because we do not want to be 
rebuked ourselves. We know that we are no better than the next 
guy. What is more, we do not want to be identified as a holier-
than-thou, or a goody-goody. It is not natural for us to be that 
concerned about other people. 

Maybe the most impossible of all is the last instruction Jesus 
makes here. We are called upon to forgive our brother—every time 
he sins. If he sins against us 7 times in a day and 7 times repents, 
we are to forgive him. Most of the time we do not even want to 
forgive him once. We do not like it when people sin against us. We 
believe they are violating our rights and acting unloving against us. 
Why would we want to forgive that? Yet, this is how it is to be for 
the Christian. 

All of this goes against our nature. Jeremiah the prophet makes 
the same point, Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard 
his spots? Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do 
evil (Jer. 13:23). In other words, we can’t change who we are. We 
are all sinners. To not sin is impossible. To forgive is superhuman. 
To concern ourselves with the spiritual and eternal welfare of 
others is beyond us. That is why the disciples responded, “Increase 
our faith!” 

What is impossible for us, is possible with God. He who sent His 
Son into the flesh to carry the world’s sins to the cross, can give us 
the faith to forgive and fight against sin. Because Jesus is our 
Substitute under the law and on the cross, we have received His 
righteousness. He has done what is humanly impossible, so that we 
can cast our sin, as a mulberry tree, into the sin. By grace, we can 
forgive, and we can fight against temptation and sin. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The strength of faith in God’s people to forgive and care for those in need 

• Those who serve in public office that they be guided by Your Spirit 

• Reduction in cases of COVID-19 and resulting deaths 

• A quick development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
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