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Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 

 

5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, 
. . . 

21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, 
and the father his child, and children will rise 
against parents and have them put to death, 22and 
you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But 
the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
23When they persecute you in one town, flee to 
the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have 
gone through all the towns of Israel before the 
Son of Man comes. 

24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. 25It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like 
his master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
those of his household. 

26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is 
covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that 
will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, 
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of 
your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 
everyone who acknowledges me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I 
also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 
 

Lord Jesus, You have acknowledges us before the 
Heavenly Father. We pray that you would give us a 
godly fear and an obedient will to confess You 
before men. To You be honor and glory, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Whom Do You Fear? 

 
I am willing to bet that many of you had a mother like mine. 

She saw it as her duty to instruct me in right and wrong. She could 
use a stern voice or a yard stick, whatever she thought necessary. 
She did not hesitate to use either method. I had friends with 
mothers cut out of the same cloth. But it seemed that as my 
friends and I were together, away from the vigilant eyes of our 
mothers, they would try to do what they were not allowed to do. I 
will admit that I went along with them a time or two, but somehow 
my mother always knew. So, I regretted caving into peer pressure. I 
learned that my mother was more to be feared than my friends. 
They could tease and ridicule, she could “tan my hide.” 

I believe Jesus is making the same point, although on a much 
higher plane, in this text. As Jesus instructs His disciples about life 
in the kingdom of God, He tells them that it will be difficult. 
Families will be divided, persecution will occur, even death will 
result. This is so, because it is also that way with Him. A disciple 
cannot expect any different treatment than his master. As Jesus, 
their Master is maligned and rejected, persecuted and put to 
death, so will they. 

The temptation is to deny the faith, keep quiet, fly under the 
radar, so that friends and family do not reject or persecute us. We 
love our family, we love our friends, we love our lives and we do 
not want to lose any of them. Self-preservation and fitting is the 
order of the day for us. 

But Jesus assures His disciples that the persecutor and the 
maligner will not get away with it. That which is covered will be 
revealed and what is hidden will be made known. The light will 
expose the darkness and the whispered secrets will be shouted 
from the housetops. Jesus, then makes His main point, do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. The only thing man can 
do is destroy the body. God can destroy both body and soul in hell. 
What man can do against us is nothing compared to what God can 
do. It is best to respect, revere and obey God. 

It all comes down to fearing, loving and trusting in God above 
all things. Jesus says, “everyone who acknowledges me before men, 
I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but 
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father 
who is in heaven.” Jesus desperately wants to acknowledge us 
before His Father in heaven. We are more valuable to Him than 
anything else in all His creation. Therefore, He died in our place on 
the cross to forgive our sins and misdeeds, our bad decisions and 
poor choices. Now forgiven, He acknowledges us as brothers and 
sisters before His Father in heaven. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who do not yet acknowledge Jesus before men 

• Governmental leaders responsible for honoring the public trust 

• Business owners trying to operate responsibly, that they might succeed in their endeavors 

• A quick development and distribution of a coronavirus vaccine 
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