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Romans 6:12-23 

 
12Let not sin therefore reign in your 

mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and 
your members to God as instruments 
for righteousness. 14For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. 

15What then? Are we to sin because 
we are not under law but under grace? 
By no means! 16Do you not know that if 
you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 17But 
thanks be to God, that you who were 
once slaves of sin have become 
obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, 18and, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. 19I am speaking in 
human terms, because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness leading to 
more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness 
leading to sanctification. 

20When you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to righteousness. 
21But what fruit were you getting at 
that time from the things of which you 
are now ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you 
have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves of God, the fruit you get 
leads to sanctification and its end, 
eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 
Enslaved to What? 

 
I hope no one would disagree that slavery is a bad thing. 

To treat another human being as property is the height of evil 
and man’s inhumanity to man. Sadly, slavery is an institution 
that goes back thousands of years and is found in nearly every 
culture throughout history. Slavery in our own country is one 
of the saddest chapters of our history. We know that the 
ramifications of slavery have had a ripple effect through the 
generations, all the way into our own. The racial tension in 
our country today can be traced back to this inhumanity. It 
may not be called slavery, but the oppression of people of 
color is endemic to our culture. It is so subtle that most 
people would deny that it is even taking place. 

I suspect the subtle enslavement Paul speaks about in this 
text would also be denied by the majority today. Paul says, 
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 
leads to righteousness? When we are obedient to sin, we are 
enslaved by it. The difference here, however, is that we 
become enslaved voluntarily. And, we do not admit that we 
are enslaved. 

If you had to identify a certain sin or weakness that has a 
hold on you, what would it be? That is what enslaves you. To 
us all, Paul says, Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
bodies, to make you obey their passions. Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness. As good 
as this advice is, it is impossible for us to set ourselves free. 

But, as this text reads, thanks be to God, that you who 
were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 
to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 
and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. Through the forgiveness we have through the 
work of Christ, we have been set free from our slavery to sin 
and have been made slaves of righteousness. We have the 
choice now to offer our mortal bodies to righteousness 
leading to sanctification. 

Paul ends this section by stating that enslavement does 
pay a wage, but God gives us a gift. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 
Loving and forgiving Father, despite our desire to sin and serve 
our mortal flesh, You have given us the free gift of eternal life, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are unknowingly enslaved to sin, that they might be set free in Christ 

• Healing in our nation over the racial tensions and divisions that exist 

• Those struggling with social distancing and pandemic measures 

• A vaccination that will be effective and lasting against the coronavirus 
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