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Jeremiah 20:7–13 

 
O Lord, you have deceived me, 
    and I was deceived; 
you are stronger than I, 
    and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all the 
day; 
    everyone mocks me. 
8 For whenever I speak, I cry out, 
    I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
For the word of the Lord has become for 
me 
    a reproach and derision all day long. 
9 If I say, “I will not mention him, 
    or speak any more in his name,” 
there is in my heart as it were a burning 
fire 
    shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
    and I cannot. 
10 For I hear many whispering. 
    Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
    say all my close friends, 
    watching for my fall. 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; 
    then we can overcome him 
    and take our revenge on him.” 
11 But the Lord is with me as a dread 
warrior; 
    therefore my persecutors will 
stumble; 
    they will not overcome me. 
They will be greatly shamed, 
    for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor 
    will never be forgotten. 
12 O Lord of hosts, who tests the 
righteous, 
    who sees the heart and the mind,  
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
    for to you have I committed my cause. 
13 Sing to the Lord; 
    praise the Lord! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
    from the hand of evildoers. 
 

 
A Burning Fire Within 

 
It is not easy being a whistleblower. In our modern understanding of this 

term a whistleblower is someone who reveals or reports the actions of a 
person or a company that exposes their crimes. In our legal system there are 
provisions to protect the identity of a whistleblower. This allows a person to 
speak the truth without recrimination or negative consequences. These laws 
regarding anonymity are necessary because whistleblowers have often been 
persecuted, ostracized and even killed. When the truth is exposed the 
powerful often seek vengeance.  

Jeremiah was a whistleblower and not at all anonymous. The Lord gave 
him the unpleasant task of speaking the truth about Israel’s idolatry and sin. 
He spoke of God’s certain and impending judgment. However, this judgment 
was not immediate in coming and those in power made life extremely 
difficult for Jeremiah. In this rant Jeremiah accuses the Lord of deceiving him 
and prevailing over him. Jeremiah would be content not to speak at all, but 
the strength of the Lord compelled him to prophecy, thereby bringing down 
on him the derision of the people. He was a laughingstock among the people, 
because the judgment he announced had not come. Jeremiah shouted, 
“Violence and destruction,” and it did not come about. His contemporaries 
mock him as if he was a crazy man, who had lost his mind. He was labelled a 
pariah, an enemy of the nation. 

Like most of us, Jeremiah decided, it was no use trying to convince the 
people that they were going to be judged by God. No one was listening 
anyway. Why should he torture himself and bring reproach down on his 
head. So, Jeremiah determined he would remain silent. But, he could not. He 
complained to the Lord, If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in 
his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.” God’s Word in him could not 
be contained. As difficult as it was for him to speak God’s truth, it was even 
more difficult to hold it in. His conscience and conviction would not allow him 
to take the easy road. His faith in the Lord and compassion for his people 
compelled him to speak. 

Jeremiah continued to speak God’s Word, even when his friends 
whispered against him and said, “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” They 
even plotted against him, to take revenge. Jeremiah gained courage and 
strength from the Lord, as a dread warrior. He trusted that God’s Word was 
true, that judgment would fall, that his persecutors would stumble and be 
overcome. In the end, although maybe not in his lifetime, Jeremiah would be 
vindicated and the unrighteous would be put to shame. 

Jeremiah had committed his cause to the Lord. Despite the difficulty and 
hardship brought on by God’s Word of truth, he would continue to speak and 
sing praise to the Lord. Is it not also our calling to speak God’s Word? 

 
Lord Almighty, You are a dread warrior, who is able to protect, uphold and 
strengthen us. Give us courage and boldness to speak Your Word of truth 
about sin and grace, to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The sick and hospitalized who are struggling with the coronavirus 

• People who are insensitive to the concerns and fears of others 

• Doctors and nurses who care for others in a risky environment 

• Scientists and researchers seeking a treatment and vaccine for COVID-19 
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