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 Division can be such an ugly thing. When division occurs in families 

or among friends or in the workplace, it can create a great deal of 

tension, hardship and heartache. We have all felt the chill of being 

separated or alienated from someone. This is why the word of Jesus in 

Matthew 10 a so unsettling. 34 “Do not think that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For 

I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against 

her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a 

person's enemies will be those of his own household.” No one likes 

division and conflict, especially when it involves people closest to us. 

In the above reference, Jesus is pointing out the reality of some 

accepting, while others rejecting, the Gospel of the kingdom. Faith in 

Jesus as Savior is such an important thing that even families will be 

divided. There is nothing else in life as important. Within a household 

their may be MSU fans and UM fans. Cub fans and White Sox fans. 

There may be Republicans and Democrats. Face mask wearers and non-

face mask wearers. Traditional worshipers and contemporary 

worshipers. Common cuppers and individual cuppers. Light skinned 

people and dark-skinned people. Rich people and poor people. 

Educated people and non-educated people. The point is, within a 

family or community, people can be polar opposites of each other, but 

need not be divided. Nothing matters, except the oneness we have in 

Christ. 

The problem is, Satan wants God’s people to be divided over 

anything and everything that has nothing to do with our common faith 

in Christ. This is why Jesus prayed for unity the night He was being 

betrayed. We read in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, “I do not ask for 

these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I 

in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to 

them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in 

me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 

that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me (Jn. 17).” 

In Jesus’ prayer we see that unity in Christ is a witness to the 

world. When Christians are united in their faith and love for one 

another the world comes to know Jesus and the Father. Let us pray for 

and work for unity in faith and love, so that our differences do not 

hinder our witness to Christ. As diverse as we are, we are still brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 


