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Matthew 10:1-20 

 
And he called to him his twelve disciples 

and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every 
disease and every affliction. 2 The names of 
the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  4 Simon 
the Zealot,  and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing 
them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and 
enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go 
rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without paying; give 
without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or 
copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your 
journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, 
for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And 
whatever town or village you enter, find out 
who is worthy in it and stay there until you 
depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 
13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your 
peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not 
receive you or listen to your words, shake 
off the dust from your feet when you leave 
that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it 
will be more bearable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah than for that town. 

16 “Behold, I am sending you out as 
sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of 
men, for they will deliver you over to courts 
and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you 
will be dragged before governors and kings 
for my sake, to bear witness before them 
and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you 
over, do not be anxious how you are to 
speak or what you are to say, for what you 
are to say will be given to you in that hour. 
20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit 
of your Father speaking through you. 

 

 
Company Orientation 

 
This is the time of year when many people start new jobs. There are 

thousands of college graduates entering the job market, as well as 
students taking on summer jobs. Regardless of whether you are being 
hired to wash dishes or wait tables, program computers or remove gall 
bladders, when you begin a new job there is always some type of 
orientation or training. Currently our son is training as a software 
developer for Epic Systems in Madison, WI. At first, he was oriented to 
the office and the organization. Now he is training on the systems used 
and the specifics of his job. It is not the most exciting part of a new job, 
but it is helpful to avoid mistakes and understand the expectations. 

In this text Jesus is giving the 12 Apostles a job orientation. He is 
telling them what they will do as His apostles and what to expect as they 
do their work. Their orientation also fits our job as disciples of Jesus. 

The first thing Jesus does is point them in the right direction. He 
identifies their clientele. He says, Go nowhere among the Gentiles and 
enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. The Gentile mission would come later, but for now they 
were to focus their efforts on those whom God had chosen to facilitate 
the Messiah’s saving mission. The promise made to Abraham would 
begin with his children and then reach all the nations of the earth. 

The apostolic task was, essentially, to bring a message of hope to the 
lost. Jesus instructed, proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. The kingdom of heaven is the relationship the people have 
with the King, who is God in the flesh. Jesus had come to establish a 
kingdom without boundaries and without end. 

There work would also be accompanied by messianic signs and 
demonstrations that their message was true. Jesus said they were to, 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. This 
miraculous works demonstrated the power and the presence of God. 

They were not to work with their own personal gain in mind. The 
Good News was theirs at no cost, and should be given away. They were 
not to accumulate earthly wealth through their work. Instead, they were 
to trust in God to provide. If they were rejected, so be it. They were not 
to dwell on this disappointment, but to shake the dust off their feet and 
move on. When they were received, their peace was to rest on the 
house, and they were to remain as a gracious guest. 

The job would not always be easy. Jesus warns, I am sending you out 
as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. Jesus does not sugar coat the job. He is honest with them about 
those who would reject their message. They would even be dragged 
before governors and kings and flogged. Not to worry. The Lord will be 
there giving them strength and courage and the words to speak. 

The same orientation message is given to us. Sharing your faith and 
following Jesus is not always easy. But He will bless you with His people 
and guide you with His Spirit, even giving you the words to speak. 

 
Lord Jesus, as Your disciples we face challenges and hardships that only 
You can overcome. Give us the faith to trust in You and guide us by Your 
Spirit. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The church around the world that her witness may be bold and blessed by Your Spirit 

• The most vulnerable among us, who suffer physically and emotionally from this pandemic 

• Elected leaders that they be directed by Your Word in their decisions and work 

• A vaccine and treatment for COVID-19 
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