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Matthew 9:35-38 

 
35 And Jesus went throughout 

all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease 
and every affliction. 36 When he 
saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then 
he said to his disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest.” 

 
 
 
 

Lord of the harvest, we pray that 
You would send out laborers into 
Your harvest fields. We pray that 
You would use us to be Your 
workers and that You would bless 
our labor. We pray this in the name 
of the Triune God. Amen. 

 
It is Harvest Time 

 
Whether you are a farmer or a gardener, harvest time is the best time. It is the 

time you see the fruits of your labor. Everything up to this point is just 
preparation. The plowing and preparing of the ground, the planting of the seed, 
the weeding and watering, are all in preparation for the harvest. Even the joy of 
watching the plants grow and mature are in anticipation of the harvest. 

This past week I had occasion to drive through the countryside. In one field the 
farmer was bailing hay. I love that smell. Not only does it have the sweet smell of 
alfalfa and clover, it brings back memories of my youth and the hours I spent 
putting up hay. The harvesting was the sweet payoff of all the labor. 

In this text, Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful.” It is harvest time. He has 
done all the preparations for a kingdom harvest. What He began in His earthly 
ministry, and spoken of here as the gospel of the kingdom, has now been 
completed. In His incarnational work, Jesus entered our world to take our place 
under the law and on the cross. He bore the sin of the world as He died, paying for 
all sin. When He rose from the dead, He finalized our salvation. Now is the time 
for the harvest. 

So, what does the Lord expect us to do? He says, the laborers are few. The 
harvest is greater than the current workers available to bring it in. Jesus says, pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. We all 
need to be involved. In Christ’s church, there is no place for people to sit on the 
sidelines. Everyone needs to get involved. The harvest is souls gathered into God’s 
eternal kingdom. This comes about when people put their hope and trust in Jesus. 
We are saved by grace through faith in Christ. Furthermore, the Scriptures say, 
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes 
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture 
says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame (Rom. 10:9-11).” The 
harvest is those who have faith in Christ and receive salvation. 

How then does one come to faith? Again, the Scriptures say, so, faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). And, the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Rom. 
1:16). The only way to bring in the harvest is to make known the word of Christ, 
the powerful gospel, which saves all who believe. That is our task—share the 
gospel. 

With whom? Your family, your neighbors, your friends. Sharing the gospel is 
most natural and effective when it comes from someone who is trusted, where 
there is an established relationship. We harvest in the field where we are. It 
doesn’t make sense and is not effective to go into other fields to try and harvest. 
Think about with whom you can share your faith, the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Pray to the Lord of the harvest to work in the lives of people you love. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who do not know Jesus that they might be brought to faith through the witness of God’s people 

• Those areas in our world where the currently pandemic is on the rise 

• Racial harmony and understanding in our country and community 

• A treatment and cure of COVID-19 
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