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Luke. 6:12-19 

 
12 In these days he went out to 

the mountain to pray, and all night 
he continued in prayer to God. 
13 And when day came, he called his 
disciples and chose from them 
twelve, whom he named apostles: 
14 Simon, whom he named Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, and James 
and John, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon who was 
called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the 
son of James, and Judas Iscariot, 
who became a traitor. 

17 And he came down with them 
and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from all 
Judea and Jerusalem and the 
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who 
came to hear him and to be healed 
of their diseases. And those who 
were troubled with unclean spirits 
were cured. 19 And all the crowd 
sought to touch him, for power 
came out from him and healed 
them all. 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus, You have called us to 
follow You as Your disciples. 
Despite the honor this is, we 
humble acknowledge our 
inadequacies and pray for Your 
courage and strength to bear our 
cross and follow you. In Your holy 
name we pray. Amen. 

 
Who Would Not Want to Be a Disciple of Jesus? 

 
It must have seemed like a very heady experience to have been chosen by Jesus 

to be one of His twelve apostles. This text tells us their names. So many people in 
the Bible go unnamed. We hear about Jesus healing them or speaking to them, 
but we don’t know their names. We are given the names of all 12 apostles. They 
were important. They were those closest to Jesus. 

We are told in this text that Jesus chose the 12 from the multitudes. The text 
says, “a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea 
and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon.” At this time there were many 
following Jesus. He chose the 12, not from just a few, but from many. They were 
uniquely and personally chosen by Jesus. 

With front row seats these 12 heard what Jesus taught and saw what He did. 
They would also participate in these great miracles, teaching and healing as Jesus 
did. As Luke records, (they) came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. 
And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. Jesus attracted the 
crowds who were eager to receive His teaching and healing ministry. There was 
power in His ministry and blessings to those who were near Him. And all the 
crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 

There were no others who had greater access to Jesus and His divine character 
than these 12 apostles. What an awesome privilege they were given. Who would 
not want to be a disciple of Jesus? 

Yet, as they would quickly learn, following Jesus would not be easy. To begin 
with they would have to spend a good deal of time in prayer. Our text begins by 
telling us that Jesus went to a mountain side and prayed all night. Prayer is hard 
work. It is strenuous and emotionally draining. To be a disciple of Jesus they would 
have to imitate His prayer life.  

The people flocked to Jesus wherever He went. Jesus cared for all these people 
and showed them compassion. A follower of Jesus must care for others and put 
their needs ahead of one’s own. It is hard work being compassionate to those who 
are cast out by society or who are needy. 

One of Jesus’ apostles became a traitor. In the end Judas Iscariot gave up on 
following Jesus and instead, handed Him over to be arrested and crucified, to gain 
some money and maybe status among the Jews. It is risky being a follower of 
Jesus. Your friends may turn against you or betray you. You may be persecuted 
and subject to injustices and ridicule. 

In the end, Jesus was crucified. His disciples could not follow Him faithfully. 
They would fall asleep in the Garden during prayer. They would betray Him into 
the hands of evil men. They would scatter when He needed them the most. They 
would deny knowing Him. They would heap their sins on Him as He carried them 
to the cross. Following Jesus is much too hard, demanding and difficult than any 
can bear. It sounds good when one considers the power and prestige, but when 
asked to deny oneself, pick up the cross and follow Him, being a disciple of Jesus is 
beyond our abilities. 

Yet, by the working of God’s Holy Spirit, we have been called to faith in Jesus. 
He has not only given us a name; He has put His own name on us in baptism. He 
who calls upon us to pick up our cross, has born the accursed cross on our behalf. 
He who bids us to pray, continues to pray for us. He who calls us to compassion, 
has not ceased caring for and forgiving us. Even though we are not qualified to be 
His disciples, He bestows His grace and mercy on us. He not only makes us His 
disciples, He calls us His brothers and sisters and heirs with Him of eternal life. 
Yes, who would not want to be a disciple of Jesus! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who struggle to follow Jesus when challenged by Satan’s attacks 

• Healthcare workers on the front lines of the coronavirus pandemic 

• Governmental leaders charged with protecting and caring for the people under their care 

• A vaccine and effective treatment to COVID-19 
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