
 

 
Grace Notes 

Tuesday of Pentecost 2 
16 June 2020 

 
Michael J. Roth 

michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 
 

 

 
Exodus 19:2-8 

 
2 They set out from Rephidim and 

came into the wilderness of Sinai, and 
they encamped in the wilderness. There 
Israel encamped before the mountain, 
3 while Moses went up to God. The Lord 
called to him out of the mountain, 
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house 
of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 
4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 
5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my treasured possession among 
all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people 
of Israel.” 

7 So Moses came and called the 
elders of the people and set before 
them all these words that the Lord had 
commanded him. 8 All the people 
answered together and said, “All that 
the Lord has spoken we will do.” And 
Moses reported the words of the people 
to the Lord. 

 
 
 

Gracious Father, You have chosen us to 
be Your treasured possession and by the 
blood of Your Son, made us to be a holy 
nation. Give us the desire to be obedient 
to You and live as Your people; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 
We Will, We Promise 

 
If you are a parent, or remember being a child, you are familiar with the 

type of bargaining that goes on. The parents say to their children, “If you 
guys do your chores and mind yourselves this morning, we can go to the park 
or pool or mall (whatever the case may be) this afternoon.” The children 
respond angelically, “We will, we promise.” Or, maybe the scenario goes like 
this. “I will take you to store if you promise to behave and not ask for 
anything.” “We will; we promise.” Quite often, in these scenarios, the 
children do a quick, yet less than impressive job with their chores or forget 
their promise once they arrive with mom at the store. 

The dynamics of these examples are interesting for a couple of reasons. 
First, the parents decide they want to do something nice for their children, 
but believe the children shouldn’t just be given the gift without any effort on 
their part. Or, the parents see this as an opportunity to get some chores done 
or teach good behavior in their children. In either case, the parent’s good 
desires for their children probably exceed their children’s desire to keep their 
promises. Once the parents are committed, even when their children don’t 
meet parental standards, they don’t want to go back on their promises. So, 
once again, the children are treated better than they deserve because the 
parents love their children and want to do nice things for them. 

Does this sound at all like this text and the history of Israel as you know 
it? Does it sound at all like your relationship with God and your history? The 
setting is Moses at the base of Mt. Sinai as the Lord prepares to hand down 
the 10 Commandments and establish a covenant with the people. The Lord 
tells Moses to remind the people of how He had delivered them out of the 
hands of the Egyptians and bore them on eagle’s wings and brought them to 
Himself.  Then the Lord makes this deal, “if you will indeed obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, 
for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.” 

God earnestly desires to have a special relationship with these people. He 
has already demonstrated this by the dramatic rescue of the Exodus. Truly, 
they are His treasured possession, His special people. They would play an 
essential role in the Lord’s plan for the whole world. As a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation they would be the vehicle by which the promised Messiah 
would come into the world and establish an eternal kingdom. What and 
amazing and awesome privilege God was giving Israel! 

I love Israel’s response to these promises of God. All the people answered 
together and said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” We will, we 
promise! I am sure that the people were sincere at that moment with their 
promise. At times, they held to their promise, to the best of ability. However, 
more often than not, they went back on their promise or only kept it in a 
perfunctory way. Like children, they were more interested in receiving the 
gifts from God than keeping their promises. 

Parallels could easily be made to us. The Lord has kept His promise and 
rescued us, by sending Jesus to the cross. By grace, we are the Lord’s 
treasured possession, a holy people. He wants us to live as His people, even 
though He knows we will not meet His standards. Like a loving parent, He 
does not give up on us. He continually forgives us. He never goes back on His 
promises, even though we do not uphold ours. Thanks be to God! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The holy Christian Church that it might bear witness to the goodness and faithfulness of God 

• Those who grieve at the death of a loved one stricken by the coronavirus 

• The World Health Organization as it works to understand the coronavirus and educate populations at risk 

• Researchers and scientists seeking solutions to COVID-19 
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