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If you enter the church this Sunday, you will see roping that blocks off 2 

out of 3 pews. You will also find tape marking distances within the pews. The 

purpose of this is to create social distance between us as we worship. In the 

150 + year history of Trinity, we have never tried to discourage people for 

attending church. And, we are not doing that now. But we are going to be 

spreading people out into the four corners of the nave. We do hope that we 

have all the people in worship who are comfortable being present. We also 

pray God’s blessings on all who will be joining us online for the worship 

service at 10:00. As much as it may appear, we are not discouraging people 

from worshiping. 

When you enter the church, you will be greeted with a smile, but no one 

will shake your hand or give you a hug. There will be no passing of the peace. 

As strong as this impulse is, we wish to refrain, in order to mitigate the 

possible spread of the coronavirus. I will not be greeting at the door at the 

end of worship, either. Likewise, during communion distribution the ushers 

will try to maintain distance between communicants. Even though we are in 

communion with our Savior and one another as we partake of the one loaf, 

we will be keeping a physical distance while doing so. 

No, the liturgical vestments have not changed, but while distributing 

communion, I and the assistants will look different. We will be wearing a 

mask and gloves. Believe me, I do not like this anymore than you do. 

However, to ensure the health and well-being of everyone, these 

recommended precautions will be taken. If you have been out in public at all 

over the last several weeks, you are probably used to these measures. 

You may also detect an antiseptic smell as you enter the church. All the 

surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected before each service. We are cleaning 

the pews, the door handles, the counter tops and anything else that may be 

touched. We will also not be passing the offering baskets. They will be at the 

doors for you to give your offering while entering or exiting. 

You will note the lack of fellowship before and after church. People are 

being asked to enter and promptly find their seat. They are to exit, as the 

ushers dismiss them, and go directly to their cars. The goal is to eliminate 

gathering in close quarters. 

Our prayer is that the current pandemic end soon and we can all get back 

to life as normal. Our church is a friendly and joyful place where God’s 

people gather to support and encourage each other. However, for the time 

being, it will seem strange. Trust that God is present and will bless us as we 

receive His Word and Sacrament. Pray for each other and greet one another, 

at a distance, with a loving smile. This is the best we can do for now. 


