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Mt. 28:16-20 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to 

Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17 And when they 
saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, You have baptized us and 
taught us from Your Word; as Your 
disciples, inspire us to point others to 
You, for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
Whose Disciple? 

 
Most of us understand what it means to be a disciple. A disciple is a 

follower, a learner. Disciples follow or imitate their masters. When I was a 
kid, I played a lot of baseball. At school we played at recess. After school I 
would play with my brother or the neighbor kids in our yard or our sandy 
pasture. Quite often it was just me throwing the ball up in the air and 
catching it or bouncing a rubber ball off the side of the barn. From the 
Scholastic book sale at school, I bought a book on baseball that taught the 
game from famous players. I studied the style and technique of Ted Williams. 
As a batter, he was a master of the fundamentals. From him I learned how to 
stand, position my bat, watch the ball and swing. I considered myself a 
student, a disciple of Ted Williams. 

All fields have their masters. If you are a golfer, you might try imitating 
Tiger Woods. If you are an artist, you might be a follower of Claude Monet. If 
you are a musician, you might want to learn from Bob Dylan. If you are a 
writer, you may want to imitate Emily Dickinson. There is a lot that can be 
learned from those who have mastered their craft. A disciple will try to learn 
as much as they can of the fundamentals, and then progress in their own 
unique ways. The disciple may eventually become the master. 

The disciples of Jesus spent about 3 ½ years with Jesus. They followed Him 
wherever He went. They listened to His teachings. They watched Him interact 
with people. They were even sent out two-by-two to try their hand in the 
mission. Jesus was preparing them; equipping them to be disciple-makers. In 
our text, after Jesus death and resurrection, just before His ascension, He 
says to His disciples, Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. They 
were to take what they had learned from Jesus and teach others. 

There is a significant difference between disciple-makers in other fields 
and Christianity. The disciples of Jesus are not the masters, and never will be. 
As Christians, we do not want others to follow and imitate us; we want them 
to follow Jesus. As followers of Jesus ourselves, we never become the 
masters. 

Making disciples of all nations is accomplished as we point others to Jesus. 
We baptize in the name of the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We 
teach them to observe all things that Jesus has commanded. All authority in 
heaven and earth was give to Him. He is the one who is with us always to the 
end of the age. Disciple-making is all about introducing others to the Master, 
Jesus. If you think about it, this takes the pressure off us. We do not need to 
be the masters of Christian character and love. We do not need to be the 
most knowledgeable in the area of theology and Christian doctrine. We are 
not seeking disciples for ourselves or asking others to imitate us. Instead, we 
are redirecting them to Jesus. Through baptism they are given His Spirit, who 
works transformation in their lives. The teaching is from His Book; they are 
His words and teachings. In some respects, we need to get out the way. As 
John the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

Therefore, go and make disciples, directing people to Jesus. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The sick and hospitalized, including those with COVID-19 

• The modern-day disciples of Jesus, that they may point others to Him 

• Businesses hurt by the pandemic and struggling to survive 

• An effective vaccine for the coronavirus 
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