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Ac. 2:14a, 22-36 

 
14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up 

his voice and addressed them, . . . 
 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 

of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
mighty works and wonders and signs that God 
did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 
know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 
24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by 
it. 25For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
 for he is at my right hand that I may not 
be shaken; 
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced; 
 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28You have made known to me the paths of life; 
 you will make me full of gladness with 
your presence.’ 

 29“Brothers, I may say to you with 
confidence about the patriarch David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to 
him that he would set one of his descendants on 
his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore 
exalted at the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David 
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit at my right hand, 
 35until I make your enemies your 
footstool.’ 

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 
 

 
From Bad to Good 

 
Have you ever made a mistake, or an intentional misdeed that 

turned into good? I am thinking of the doctor who made a mistake 
during surgery because he was in a hurry and wanted to get to his 
vacation. The mistake resulted in complications that forced this 
patient to seek additional medical treatment from another doctor. To 
fix the mistake of the first surgery a second surgery was required. 
While the second surgery was being performed cancer was 
discovered. In addition to the corrective surgery, the cancerous 
tumor was removed. Follow up chemo was then administered. The 
patient recovered from the surgeries and is now cancer free. Without 
the first surgical mistake the cancer would not have been discovered. 
What began as bad, turned into good. 

It would seem that the same thing happened in this text. In Peter’s 
Pentecost sermon he is very direct with his audience. He makes it 
clear, that Jesus of Nazareth was a man sent by God, whose mighty 
works and signs attest to His divinity. With undeniable incrimination, 
Peter says to them, this same Jesus, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. Peter’s words cut to their heart. They were 
guilty and they knew it. Jesus came to rescue them from sin and 
death, yet with the gravest of all sins, they put Him to death. This 
accusation was not just leveled against the few responsible, it was 
made against all who were there that day to hear Peter’s words. But 
it goes beyond them to include everyone of us. We are all 
responsible, because of our sin, of putting Jesus to death. This is bad! 

But, Peter goes on to say, God raised him up, loosing the pangs of 
death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. This Jesus, 
whom they (whom we) killed and buried, God raise up and is now 
alive. All of this was according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 
of God. The death of Jesus, as tragic and bad as it was, was part of 
God’s good plan to bring salvation to the world. The story of Jesus’ 
life and His work on our behalf, goes from bad to good. Jesus died for 
those who crucified Him. This includes us. 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is proof positive that God has 
turned the bad to good. The resurrection guarantees the payment 
for sin was made. It is the God’s stamp of approval and 
acknowledgement that the mission was accomplished. Now Jesus is 
exalted at God’s right hand. From there He has poured out on us the 
promised Holy Spirit. As the Spirit works faith in us, we have the 
assurance of God’s favor. We know that all the bad we are guilty of 
has been forgiven. We know that God is good, as is His plans for us. 
From bad to good, Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified. 

 
Merciful Father, You planned our salvation through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, using the greatest injustice to bring about the 
greatest acquittal. Bless us by Your Spirit to put our trust in You. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are struggling with isolation and depression during this pandemic 

• Those who do not have the confident hope in Christ that gives peace 

• Teachers and students bringing this tumultuous school year to a close 

• The lessening of the spread of the coronavirus 
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