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Genesis 1:1 – 2:4 

 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the 
waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 
were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called 
the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is 
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it 
was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of 
the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let 
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 
15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and 
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God 
set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea 
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” 
And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds and the livestock according to their 
kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 
The Wonders of the World 

 
I have always loved science. I love the discovery and 

the beauty of the world. I like to learn how things work. I 
am fascinated by the wonder of it all. But I am not alone. 
Many of you know exactly what I am talking about. A 
simple stroll through the woods can stimulate the eyes 
and the mind with trees and flowers and plants, with birds 
and bugs and forest creatures. There is the smell of the 
soil and the vegetation. There is the feel of the breeze and 
the sun. There are the sounds of chirping birds and rustling 
leaves. The world around us can excite the senses and fuel 
our curiosity. 

Another fascinating thing about science is that there 
are new discoveries all the time. Looking through a 
telescope, astronomers are always discovering previously 
unknown stars and galaxies. Looking through a 
microscope, biologists are learning the mysteries of DNA 
sequencing. Testing antibodies produced in the human 
body; epidemiologists are searching for a coronavirus 
vaccine. All the areas of science--from physics to medicine 
to biology to chemistry--are learning and advancing day by 
day. Yet there seems to be no end to discovery. 

Scientists are always pushing the boundaries of what 
is known. Their work is the work of explorers and 
inventors. It is only natural that science would be intrigued 
with theories of origins. Where did this world come from? 
When did is start? How did it begin? These are natural 
questions. Although there have been a lot of theories over 
the years, and many variations on those theories, it seems 
to boil down to two working hypotheses. The one is that 
all things evolved over billion of years to what we have 
today. It began with a big bang and the rest is chance and 
good luck. The other hypothesis is what we read today 
from Genesis. In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. He spoke His Word, saying, “Let there be,” 
and there was. In six days, He created all there is from the 
sun and moon and stars, to the birds and fish and creeping 
things. He created the land, the seas and the sky. He also 
created us. He created us, male and female, in His own 
image. He gave us dominion over the rest of His creation. 
In fact, all of creation was designed by God to be a blessing 
to humankind. 

Of course, these two theories are quite different. The 
one has no God, the other is totally dependent on God. 
One took billions and billions of years, the other took 6 
days. The one considers man to be a highly evolved 
animal, the other considers man to be created in the 
image of God. The one relegates all organic matter, 
including man, to the dirt, to nothingness upon death, the 
other to an eternity in heaven with the Creator after 
death. The one believes man to be nothing more than a 
chemical compound, the other an eternal soul. 

I am not suggesting that the theory of creation is true 
because if offers dignity and hope, versus nihilism and 
despair, but because it is the only theory that hangs 
together against the rigors of science. The theory of 
evolution is continually changing as the science disproves 
its tenants. The truth of creation has been able to 
withstand the assaults of science and philosophy 
unscathed. 

mailto:michael.roth@discovertrinity.org


26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for 
food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 
the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 
from all his work that he had done in creation. 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord 
God made the earth and the heavens. 

 

Ultimately, the biblical account of creation, is God’s 
version of what happened. He was the only one present 
when it all came into being. He will be the only one 
standing when it all comes to nothing. In the end, I believe 
God created the world as is recorded in the Bible because 
the Spirit has created that faith within me. The writer to 
the Hebrews says, “By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible (11:3).” 

The more we know about this world that God created, 
the more we become convinced it did not happen by 
chance. It happened through the powerful, creative, all-
knowing hand of a loving God. How wonderful to be part 
of God’s creative work! 

 
 
 
 
 

Creator God, You are the Architect and Builder of the 
whole universe and You designed all things for the sake of 
humankind, created in Your likeness and image. Give us 
faith to believe Your Word and boldness to confess You as 
the creator God. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• The world in which we live, that it may be managed and cared for responsibly by those who reside in it 

• Scientists and philosophers that they might be led to the truth of Scripture concerning the world’s origins 

• Healthcare professionals caring for the sick and studying disease 

• The development of a cure and a vaccine for COVID-19 
 

 

 

 


