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It has been a long time since we have been together as the body of 

Christ at Trinity. I know many of you have felt the void and look 

forward to being together again, as I do. Well, we will be begin 

gathering again in the house of the Lord next Sunday. This will be a 

joyful time, although it will likely look and feel strange. As you know, 

the coronavirus pandemic has changed the way we do things. These 

necessary changes also apply to our church life. 

These changes are precipitated by love for our neighbor and 

respect for the governing authorities. Our primary concern is the 

health and well-being of our neighbor. We will be doing everything we 

can to provide a safe environment for those who gather in our church 

for worship or other functions. We will be cleaning and sanitizing as 

much as we can. This means deep cleaning prior to next Sunday. It also 

means cleaning and sanitizing the church, Welcome Center, Narthex 

and bathrooms after each service. As much as we would love to give 

our fellow worshipers a handshake or a hug, we will refrain from doing 

so. We will encourage people to wear masks, if they can, as needed. 

We will also be practicing social distancing by roping off pews and 

encouraging family groups to stay six feet apart. We will be using extra 

caution--masks and gloves—as we distribute Holy Communion. Initially, 

we will be limiting our singing during the service. We are also 

encouraging people to enter and exit the building without gathering for 

fellowship in the building. You can read the TLW for other measures 

our Covid Advisory Committee has planned for our reopening. 

The other aspect of Christian love we wish to exercise is respect 

for one another. Not everyone has the same mind-set on this 

pandemic. We have faithful brothers and sister who will not be 

attending church for a time because they do not want to take the risk. 

This is understandable and acceptable. Our online worship will 

continue even after we open for in-house worship. There are those who 

think all the precautions are silly. We respect their perspective and 

ways of handling this crisis. If we have learned one thing from this 

pandemic it is that we do not take precautionary measures only for 

ourselves, but for others whom we may put at risk. I show love to my 

neighbor by honoring his or her concerns, whether we believe them to 

be real or imagined. 

We are all part of the same body of Christ. Are unity is not based 

on politics, race, social standing, health concerns, or anything, other 

than our common faith in Christ as our Savior and Lord. Whether we sit 

next to each other in the pew, shake hangs, hug or are separated by 

space and time, we are one in Christ. 


