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Jn. 14:23-31 

 
23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone 

loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with him. 
24 Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words. And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father's who sent 
me. 

25 “These things I have spoken to you 
while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I 
have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going 
away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would have rejoiced, because I 
am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 29 And now I have told you 
before it takes place, so that when it does 
take place you may believe. 30 I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of 
this world is coming. He has no claim on 
me, 31 but I do as the Father has 
commanded me, so that the world may 
know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go 
from here. 

 
 

Lord Jesus, send us Your Holy Spirit, that 
He might teach us and lead us into all 
truth, so we have fellowship with the 
Father and Your peace, which passes 
understanding. In the name of the Triune 
God we pray. Amen. 

 
Help with Understanding 

 
Have you ever been in a situation where you needed a translator? If 

you are in a foreign country and you do not understand the language you 
can be totally lost and confused unless you have someone translating for 
you. If you are sitting in the hospital, not feeling too well or a little drugged 
and the doctor comes in, you may need someone else who can explain 
everything she has said. If you are in a court room or a law office and you 
are buried in a pile of legally written papers, you would appreciate 
someone explaining what it all means. We may be experiencing similar 
confusion and bewilderment while trying to understand all the news 
reports, statistics, recommendations and executive orders relative to 
COVID-19. Sometimes we need someone to help us understand. 

This was true for the disciples, and is true also for us. In this text, Jesus 
says, “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you.” In Jesus’ earthly ministry He said and taught many things in the 
presence of His disciples. They often had great difficulty understanding 
what he meant. The problem most often was their faulty assumptions 
about what Jesus came into the world to do. Another problem was their 
sinful ideas and self-centered perspectives. By nature, we all hear what we 
want to hear and understand things in a way that favors us. 

The Holy Spirit helps us understand the Word. As Jesus makes clear, 
this is critical to our relationship to God. He says, “If anyone loves me, he 
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep 
my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who 
sent me.” Did you hear the emphasis on the Word? Keeping Jesus word is 
how we stay connect to God the Father. The idea of “keeping” is more than 
just obeying. It means that we understand and believe the words Jesus 
speaks. It means that we have integrated His Word and faith into our lives. 

When we hear and keep the Word, we have peace from God. Jesus 
says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
How desperate we are to have this peace. This peace transcends the peace 
the world offers. The world tells us that peace is achieved by negotiations 
or treaties. We are told that inner peace comes from meditation or 
medication. These promises of peace from the world are never kept. But 
the peace we have from Christ is different. It is a peace with God because 
our sins are forgiven, and we have been reconciled to our Creator. It is an 
objective peace that life’s circumstances cannot destroy. It also gives us a 
subjective peace within our soul, knowing that we are children of God. 

Only when we understand the saving words of Jesus can we have this 
peace. Only by the Holy Spirit, the Helper and Teacher, can we understand, 
believe and keep these loving words of Jesus. 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Schools and church planning for their future in uncertain times 

• Business that are vulnerable to bankruptcy due to the pandemic 

• Harmony and understanding among people with differing view on national crises 

• The eradication of the coronavirus 
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