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Ac. 2:1-21 

 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided 
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this 
sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak 
in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and 
astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 
own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 
and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues 
the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as 
you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.  
16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants and female servants 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy. 
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
magnificent day. 
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

 
What Does This Have to do with Me? 

 
It is easy to ask this question. We listen to the news, 

whether it has to do with struggles over racial justice or 
health concerns with COVID-19, and we only listen 
intermittently thinking, what does this have to do with me? 
After all, the protests are happening in other cities, the police 
are respectful in our area, the virus outbreaks are greater in 
larger cities and I am healthy and not at risk. 

We could read this Pentecost text that way also. The 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the mighty rushing wind, the 
tongues of fire and the speaking in tongues all happened 
some 2000 years ago, at a specific time and place for a 
purpose. This is 2020 and the Pentecost phenomena is not 
how God works in the church today. So, we think. Yet, there 
are aspects of this miraculous event that are just as relevant 
today as ever. 

God pours out His Spirit on all who are baptized. In his 
Pentecost sermon, Peter said, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” In 
our baptism we received the gift of the Holy Spirit, who 
works faith in us and enlivens us to share our faith. There 
may not have been the sound of a mighty rushing wind or 
tongues of fire, but the Spirit was just as surely present as 
the Lord had promised. 

Peter’s reference to the prophet Joel is also relevant here. 
Joel said, “your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams; even on my male servants and female 
servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy.” Regardless of your gender, your age, or your 
station in life, filled with the Holy Spirit, you can be used by 
God to prophesy, that is, speak His Word. This Word includes 
the hope we have through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. It also includes the message about His inevitable 
return on that great and magnificent day. 

On Pentecost, the Apostles spoke in various tongues, so 
that everyone could understand in their own native 
language. This is not how it works today, but there are those 
who have the gift of languages and bring God’s Word to 
people in other cultures. This Pentecost event illustrates 
God’s earnest desire to communicate His saving message to 
people of all races and languages and nations. Because, the 
most important truth for all times is, everyone who calls 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 
Lord God send us Your Holy Spirit, that we might share our 
faith and Your Word with people everywhere, calling on the 
name of the Lord. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are most vulnerable in our country—the aged, weak, marginalized and poor 

• Those who are anxious and worried about the future and the well-being of those they love 

• Governmental leaders given the task of keeping us safe 

• Scientists and researchers seeking to find a vaccine for COVID-19 
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