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Nu. 11:24-30 

 
24 So Moses went out and told the 

people the words of the Lord. And he 
gathered seventy men of the elders of 
the people and placed them around 
the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down 
in the cloud and spoke to him, and 
took some of the Spirit that was on 
him and put it on the seventy elders. 
And as soon as the Spirit rested on 
them, they prophesied. But they did 
not continue doing it. 

26 Now two men remained in the 
camp, one named Eldad, and the 
other named Medad, and the Spirit 
rested on them. They were among 
those registered, but they had not 
gone out to the tent, and so they 
prophesied in the camp. 27 And a 
young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad 
and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, 
the assistant of Moses from his youth, 
said, “My lord Moses, stop 
them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are 
you jealous for my sake? Would that 
all the Lord's people were prophets, 
that the Lord would put his Spirit on 
them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of 
Israel returned to the camp. 

 
 
 

Lord of the church enliven each of us 
with Your Spirit, that we might speak 
Your Word of hope to a needy world. 
Give us the privilege of sharing the 
burden of ministry with each other. In 
Your name we pray. Amen. 

 
Appreciated Help 

 
Everyone could use a little help now and then. Actually, we need help all 

the time. Unfortunately, we do not always ask for help or welcome the help 
that comes. I see this as a weakness of mine, that I am trying to correct. I am 
hesitant to ask for help because, “I can do it myself.” Sounds like a 2-year-old 
doesn’t it? I suppose some of this is because I like things to be done right and 
think that I can do it best. Or, maybe I am a bit of a control freak and worry 
about things getting out of control. Or, maybe I am worried that I will become 
irrelevant or insignificant if someone else does a better job than me. We don’t 
have time to psycho-analyze all my shortcomings, but I suspect that many of 
you can relate. 

Some of these dynamics may have been in place in this text, although it 
was others who were insisting that Moses be careful about the help he was 
getting. In an earlier account, when Moses was the new leader of Israel, he was 
spending all day mediating disputes. At that time, his father-in-law, Jethro 
advised him to get help. He said to Moses, “What you are doing is not 
good. You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the 
thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone. Now obey my voice; I 
will give you advice, and God be with you! … look for able men from all the 
people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place 
such men over the people (Ex. 18).” So, Moses took this advice and these men 
bore the burden with him. 

Now, in this context, the Lord instructs Moses to appoint 70 men to serve 
as elders of the people. The Lord said, “I will come down and talk with you 
there. And I will take some of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, 
and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear 
it yourself alone (Nu. 11:17).” In our text we see that the Lord sent His Spirit to 
the 70 elders who then prophesied--spoke the Word of God--to the people. 
This they were able to do, in official capacity, when they were in the camp. 

When two of these elders, Eldad and Medad, remained prophesying in the 
camp, Joshua came to Moses and objected. He insisted that they be stopped. 
To him it wasn’t right for these elders to usurp Moses’ authority. Moses 
responded by saying, “Would that all the Lord's people were prophets, that 
the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” In other words, Moses was saying, “I 
can use all the help I can get.” It is a privilege to have God’s Spirit and to serve 
the people. He was not jealous, nor did he worry about his position and the 
quality of the work. Moses understood that the work belonged to the Lord and 
was guided by the Spirit, no matter who carried it out. 

The same it true in the church today. In baptism, we all received the Holy 
Spirit. We all have the right, indeed the duty, to speak God’s Word of grace and 
forgiveness to each other. We are all witnesses, with a Gospel message that is 
desperately needed in our world. As a pastor, I have a unique call among you. 
But I am not the only one who can share the Good News or pray or carry out 
ministry. God’s Spirit rests on each one of you and you have opportunities to 
serve one another with God’s mercies. Think about how you can do that 
wherever you are. Your help is appreciated! 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• The leaders of our nation, that they be guided by Your wisdom and compassion 

• Communities disturbed by violence and racial tension, that justice and equality might prevail 

• Church leaders burdened by responsibilities and challenges during difficult times 

• Scientists and researchers seeking to find a vaccine for COVID-19 
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