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During this Stay Home, Stay Safe period, due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, people are become a little more self-sufficient. People are 

learning how to cook for themselves. At least they might be 

experimenting with different recipes and techniques. People have been 

having their spouse, or someone in the home, cut their hair. I have 

even heard of a few people doing it themselves. Others have been 

doing home projects they might have otherwise hired out. Because 

certain businesses have been shut down and some people have extra 

time on their hands, a certain amount of independence is growing. 

I believe that this is also happening in the church. Because we have 

not been able to have regular worship services and I have not been 

able to visit hospitals and nursing homes, our members have been 

having to manage without a pastor readily available. Although this is 

frustrating to me, it might have some benefits to our members. When 

it comes to faith issues it is all about an individual’s relationship with 

God. We can and do pray for ourselves and the needs of others. We can 

read the Word ourselves and grow in our faith. We can also support one 

another within the home, sharing the Word and our faith with our own 

family. In fact, this is the way it should be. The primary place of faith 

development and nurture is the home. Parents teach and pass on the 

faith to their children. Husbands and wives pray together and discuss 

matters of faith and life. 

Without being able to go to church people have had to find ways to 

worship and grow in the faith on their own. This usually includes 

participating in Trinity’s online worship and/or the worship services of 

another congregation. It might also include daily devotions, like the 

Grace Notes and the Facebook Bible study, Jn831. Others have found 

daily devotional materials online, like Lutheran Hour Ministries or 

another source. Concordia Publishing House has been offering more in-

depth Bible studies, at no cost. Trinity is starting a book study, with a 

Zoom discussion group, beginning June 16. (Check my email yesterday 

for the details.) These are all good and helpful practices that should 

continue even after the pandemic is past. 

The current crisis might just be forcing us to return to the 

instructions the Lord gave in Deut. 6, “Hear, O Israel, The Lord our 

God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words 

that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 

when you rise.” 


