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John 17:1-11 

 
When Jesus had spoken these 

words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour 
has come; glorify your Son that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have 
given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. 3 And this is eternal 
life, that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4 I glorified you on 
earth, having accomplished the 
work that you gave me to do. 5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed. 

6 “I have manifested your name 
to the people whom you gave me 
out of the world. Yours they were, 
and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that you have 
given me is from you. 8 For I have 
given them the words that you gave 
me, and they have received them 
and have come to know in truth that 
I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9 I am 
praying for them. I am not praying 
for the world but for those whom 
you have given me, for they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. 11 And I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and 
I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
keep them in your name, which you 
have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one. 

 

 
His Glory, Our Gain 

 
Sports offer an interesting illustration of transference or countertransference. 

What I mean, is that the fans somehow get credit for the success of their favorite 
team. It seems a little strange that fans boast and brag about winning a 
championship, while all they did was watch the players work and sweat and 
sacrifice to obtain the victory. I was a freshman at Michigan State University the 
year Magic Johnson and the Spartans won the NCAA title. I assure you, I had 
absolutely nothing to do with their achievements that year. But I don’t mind 
bragging that “my team” went all the way. 

In this text, Jesus is praying to the Father in heaven and asking to be glorified, 
for our sake. When Jesus is glorified, we gain. Jesus says the hour has come for 
Him to be glorified. The hour He is speaking of is the hour of His crucifixion. This 
prayer is in the upper room, the night Jesus was betrayed. Jesus glorifies God the 
Father by carrying out the work He was given to do. Jesus says, you have given 
him (the Son) authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. By giving us eternal life, the Son glorifies His Father. To put it directly 
Jesus says, I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do. This work includes His dying on the cross bearing this sin of the world. 

Jesus did all the work, yet we are the ones who gain eternal life. He paid for 
our sin and we are righteous. He died and rose again, and we now live. The hard 
work, the suffering and dying that Jesus did, brought eternal blessings to us. This 
prayer of Jesus is that we be preserved in the blessings He earned for us. He 
prays to the Father; I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. Jesus is glorified in us? Yes, in us! We 
are the fruit of His labor. Our eternal life brings glory to His name. 

Jesus prays, Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, 
that they may be one, even as we are one. There is salvation in the Father’s 
name. This prayer is that the faith we are given and the connection we have with 
God, not be lost. As our Advocate with the Father, Jesus continues to pray this 
prayer on our behalf, and all those who belong to Him. 

What a blessing it is to have received the victory and eternal glory because of 
Jesus. Even as He died and rose again for us, He was glorified by the Father. And, 
His glory is our gain. 

 
 

Holy Father, as You have glorified Your Son through His death and resurrection, 
grant us the blessings of life in His name and keep us in His name, that we not 
lose our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• The national and local economy, hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic 

• The elderly and those who are most vulnerable that they might be kept safe 

• Those who suffer anxiety or depression during these stressful days 

• Advancements in the care and cure of the coronavirus 
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