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1 Pt. 5:6-11 

 
6 Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God so that at the proper time 
he may exalt you, 7 casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares 
for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be 
watchful. Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 
9 Resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the 
world. 10 And after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Almighty God, to You belongs the 
dominion and the glory. Help us to 
humble ourselves and put all our 
hope and trust in You, that we 
might be able to resist the devil; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
To Him be the Dominion 

 
Our 15-month-old grandson, and of course his parents, are people we have 

allowed into our little circle of 10 or less in our social distance gatherings. So, this 
past weekend we spent some quality time with him in our backyard. As I watched 
him, I was flooded with memories of my own 8 children when they were his age. 
What fascinated me most was his attempt to master certain tasks. He desperately 
wants to be able to do some things the bigger kids can do, like blow bubbles, use a 
fork, drink from a regular cup, climb the stairs. You get the picture. It is natural that 
children work at mastering their world. In fact, it is part of their development. Each 
stage includes mastering aspects of their world. Their mastery progresses from 
crawling to walking to running, from reading to writing, from crying to talking, to 
singing. Even as adults we strive to master our world. We strive to master a 
language or mathematics or accounting or the law. We also work toward mastery 
of our lives—including our relationships, responsibilities and roles. 

While striving our whole lives to gain mastery and control, we read in this text, 
that God is the one who is to have dominion. We are to humble ourselves, under 
the mighty hand of God. This is not easy for us, but it is a great advantage. When 
we consider the challenges we face in life, we are better off with God in control. To 
start with, our adversary, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. We can’t stand up against him on our own. The devil is set on 
destroying our faith and leading us away from God and salvation.  We need God to 
help us to be sober-minded and watchful. We need God to be on our side. The way 
we resist the devil is by being firm in the faith, that is, trusting completely in God. 

Peter goes on to say that the same temptations and trials we face are being 
faced by the brotherhood throughout the world. We are all in the same boat. The 
only one who can help us, is the almighty God. He is the one who can restore, 
confirm, strengthen and establish you. This means that we can endure all things 
through Christ who strengthens us.  

If this current pandemic has taught us anything it is that so much of life is out of 
our control. There is very little that we have mastery over. The virus that is 
wreaking havoc in our world cannot be seen or controlled by any of us. This is also 
true of so many things, from health issues to natural disasters to the actions and 
behaviors or others. The only thing we can do, is put our trust in God. He has 
mastery over all things. He has dominion forever and ever. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• The church around the world that the Gospel be proclaimed 

• Health care workers who work to care for those who are suffering 

• Those who are getting weary from social distancing 

• Advancements in the care and cure of the coronavirus 
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