
 

 
Grace Notes 

 
Wednesday of Easter 7 

27 May 2020 
 

Michael J. Roth 
michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 

 

 

 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised 
at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were 
happening to you. 13 But rejoice 
insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory 
is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 
for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests upon you. 15 But 
let none of you suffer as a 
murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in that name. 17 For it is time 
for judgment to begin at the 
household of God; and if it begins 
with us, what will be the outcome 
for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? 18 And 
“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

    what will become of the 
ungodly and the sinner?”  

19 Therefore let those who suffer 
according to God's will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. 

 
 

Lord Jesus, You suffered more than 
we ever will, to earn our salvation. 
Give us the courage and faith to 
trust in You during our trials and 
sufferings in Your name, that we 
might honor You. In Your name we 
pray. Amen. 

 
To Suffer in the Name of Christ 

 
You don’t have to live long before you realize that suffering is part of life. I can 

vividly see the face of a toddler who is just growing in self awareness and is hurt. 
Maybe he or she has fallen or was hit with a block. The look on his or her face is 
one of surprise and betrayal. The child is offended by the reality that there is pain 
in his safe, comfortable, protected world. But this is just the beginning of many 
scrapes and bruises. It is the beginning, not only of physical pain and suffering, but 
also of emotional suffering as well. As a child progresses through the stages of life, 
he comes to recognize that the world can be a challenging, and at times, dangerous 
and cruel place. The average childhood will include numerous scrapes and bruises, 
stitches and broken bones, as well as, hurt feelings and betrayals, broken promises 
and broken hearts. Through it all we learn that this is life. Any life worth living is 
going to have trials and tribulations; there will be pain and suffering. Often, the 
suffering is voluntarily endured to obtain a desired end. This might mean suffering 
rigorous physical workouts to win the athletic contest, or late nights and sacrifices 
to earn the degree, or excruciating physical therapy to recover from surgery, or 
long nights of grief in order to acquire the peace the passes understanding. 

For the Christian, Peter tells us, suffering is part of the game. Don’t be surprised 
when fiery trials come and test your mettle. This is not a strange thing, in fact, it is 
expected by those who confess the name of Christ. Satan doesn’t make it easy to 
be a Christian. He would use suffering and trials to try and convince you to give it 
up. He would like us to believe that it isn’t worth it to follow Christ. Instead, he tells 
us it is foolish, senseless and dangerous. Many have given up on the Christian faith 
because of suffering. It is just like the parable Jesus told of the sower who scattered 
his seed. Jesus explains,  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, 
but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 
the word, immediately he falls away (Mt. 13:20-21). 

So how does one endure the suffering of the Christian life? Peter says, let him 
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. He says, those who suffer for 
the name of Christ are blessed. In other words, know that there is honor in 
suffering for Christ. When suffering comes because we are a Christian, because we 
bear and confess the name of Christ, we can be assured that God is with us and 
blesses us. There is no honor in suffering as an evil doer or for our own foolishness. 
But, when we suffer for Christ, our souls are entrusted to God’s care and we will be 
glorified in His name. This, not because our suffering is so worthy, but because 
Christ suffered for us. It is our faith in Him that enables us to share in the sufferings 
of Christ. Not only do we suffer with Him, we share in the blessings of His 
suffering—forgiveness, life and salvation. It is an honor to suffer in the name of 
Christ. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who suffer in the name of Christ, even to the point of death 

• The process of reopening churches and businesses, while staying safe 

• Governmental leaders responsible for making tough decisions for the safety and security of all 

• The discovery of a coronavirus vaccine 
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