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Acts 1:12-26 
 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 
13 And when they had entered, they went up 
to the upper room, where they were 
staying, Peter and John and James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus 
and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 
James. 14 All these with one accord were 
devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with the women and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and is brothers.  

15 In those days Peter stood up among 
the brothers (the company of persons was in 
all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 
David concerning Judas, who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he 
was numbered among us and was allotted 
his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man 
acquired a field with the reward of his 
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst 
open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. 19 And it became known to all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
field was called in their own language 
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is 
written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 
“‘Let another take his office.’ 
21 So one of the men who have 

accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22 beginning from the baptism of John until 
the day when he was taken up from us—one 
of these men must become with us a 
witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put 
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 
was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And 
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know 
the hearts of all, show which one of these 
two you have chosen 25 to take the place in 
this ministry and apostleship from which 
Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
6 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias, and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. 

 

A Witness to the Resurrection 
 

Finding the right person for the job can be a difficult thing. If you 
have ever been in a position of hiring and firing workers, you know what I 
mean. When a person is hired there is high expectation and anticipation 
for both the employer and the employee. The employer wants to fill a 
needed position with someone who can add significant value to the 
business or organization. So, resumés are reviewed and interviews are 
conducted. When the job offer is made there is the hope that the right 
person was selected for the job. The employee applies for the position 
with the same amount of hope that he or she will be hired and prosper in 
the job. But, as we know, expectations are not always met. Sometimes 
the employer is disappointed in the work performance of the employee 
and they must be fired. At other times, the employee discovers the 
position is unsatisfying or the working conditions aren’t desirable, so 
they quit their job. 

The process Jesus used to choose His disciples was different than the 
modern management practices we follow today. Nevertheless, there are 
some interesting observations we can make from this text. I think we 
would probable agree that Judas Iscariot was a bad hire, or choice, to be 
a disciple. After all, it did not end well. Not only did he fail as a disciple, 
being a follower of Jesus wasn’t what Judas expected. But, as the 
Scriptures were fulfilled, we must recognize that he did fit into God’s 
great design of salvation history. 

When it came to filling the open position, vacated by Judas, there 
were certain important considerations to keep in mind. The qualifications 
and job description are summed up by Peter.  He announced to the 
assembly of 120 disciples, So one of the men who have accompanied us 
during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection. The position required someone who was with Jesus and the 
disciples throughout His incarnate ministry. This would have been a man 
who was not immediately called by Jesus with the other 12, but 
voluntarily followed Him throughout His ministry. His job was to be a 
witness to the resurrection. This implies, not only seeing the resurrected 
Jesus, but also proclaiming, that is, bearing witness to Him, in ministry. 

The process for selecting the right man was put into he hands of 
Lord. There were two men who made the short list and met the 
qualifications, Barsabbas and Matthias. So they prayed, Lord, who know 
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take 
the place in this ministry and apostleship. The lot fell to Matthias and he 
was added to the other apostles to make a full 12. 

I suppose in a similar fashion we call individuals to serve as our 
pastors, teachers or other church workers. But the truth is, the Lord has a 
way of choosing each of us and assigning us the task of bearing witness 
to the resurrection. As we are baptized in His name, we are given the job. 
May the Lord bless this arrangement to the joy of both the church and 
you, His servant. 

 
Lord of the church chose and inspire men and women, baptized in Your 
name, to be witnesses of the resurrection, that Your ministry may 
continue; for Your live and reign to all eternity. Amen. 

 Please pray for: 

• Those who grieve the loss of loved ones and are unable to have traditional funerals 

• Students and teachers finishing the year through online education 

• Those who struggle to make ends meet in good times, especially hit hard during this pandemic 

• Quick suppression of COVID-19 
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