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Luke 24:44-53 

 
44 Then he said to them, 

“These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me 
in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46 and said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, 47 and that 
repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things 49 And 
behold, I am sending the promise 
of my Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.” 

50 And he led them out as far 
as Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them. 51 While 
he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped 
him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, 53 and were 
continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

 
 

Lord Jesus, all of Scripture testifies 
of You and by it we are given faith 
and hope to share with the world. 
Bless us with Your Spirit that we 
might bear witness in word and 
deed; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Forth in His Name 

 
Like all parents, we are very proud of our recent college graduate. Our second 

son, sixth child, graduated this past Sunday. It was quite anti-climactic, since 
universities are not having traditional commencement ceremonies this year. He 
worked very hard, won numerous awards and recognitions, but was not able to 
walk across the stage to receive his diploma. Nor did he hear the commencement 
address. As you know, the commencement address is to inspire and give a charge 
to the graduates. The speaker usually praises the students for their hard work 
during their college careers. They may throw a bone to the parents who supported 
them. The speaker then encourages the graduates to go forth and make the world 
a better place. I sincerely believe that our son will do just that. 

In some respects, Jesus was giving a commencement address to His disciples 
before He ascended into heaven. Today is Ascension Day, 40 days after the 
celebration of Easter. The address Jesus gave to His disciples He also gives to us. He 
begins by reviewing their 3 ½ plus years together under His tutelage. The words He 
had spoken to them, while He was with them, were those of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms. He taught them 
how He was their fulfillment. The center piece of His address was His suffering, 
death and resurrection from the dead. In this He earned salvation for the world. He 
had taught them about how all the previous sacrifices were pointing to Him, the 
once and for all sacrifice that would pay for the sin of the world. He helped them to 
understand that now humankind is reconciled to God. Truly, under His mentoring, 
He opened their minds to the Scriptures. 

Jesus then gave them their charge: repentance for the forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Their years of 
education, in His classroom, was to prepare them for life in His kingdom. Jesus was 
sending them forth into the world to continue His Gospel ministry. They were 
witnesses of all that Jesus did and taught. They were uniquely qualified and trained 
to make a difference in the world. 

But Jesus did more for His disciples, and for us today, than any teacher or 
commencement speaker ever could. He promised to send them His Holy Spirit. This 
promise He kept on Pentecost for His disciples. He has also kept that promise to us 
in our baptism. We too are filled with the Holy Spirit and are His witnesses. Spirit 
inspired faith enables us to live and serve in the world, in His kingdom, in a way 
that truly makes a difference.  

When Jesus was ascending before the eyes of His disciples, He lifted up His 
hands and blessed them. This was a true blessing, not just pious and encouraging 
words. We are also blessed by Jesus. Whenever we read or hear the Word, 
especially about the forgiveness of our sins, we are blessed. He has bestowed on us 
His Spirit. We are given the privilege of carrying on Jesus’ ministry to the world. We 
have been taught, we have been inspirited, now it is forth in His name we go! 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• College and High School graduates who are entering a challenging and unknown world 

• Educational institutions planning for an atypical school year this fall 

• The homeless and underprivileged who especially struggle during this pandemic 

• A quick solution to the coronavirus scourge 
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