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Deuteronomy 31:1-13 

 
So Moses continued to speak these 

words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them, “I 
am 120 years old today. I am no longer able 
to go out and come in. The Lord has said to 
me, ‘You shall not go over this Jordan.’ 
3 The Lord your God himself will go over 
before you. He will destroy these nations 
before you, so that you shall dispossess 
them, and Joshua will go over at your head, 
as the Lord has spoken. 4 And the Lord will 
do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the 
kings of the Amorites, and to their land, 
when he destroyed them. 5 And the Lord 
will give them over to you, and you shall do 
to them according to the whole 
commandment that I have commanded 
you. 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not 
fear or be in dread of them, for it is the 
Lord your God who goes with you. He will 
not leave you or forsake you.” 

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and 
said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be 
strong and courageous, for you shall go 
with this people into the land that the Lord 
has sworn to their fathers to give them, 
and you shall put them in possession of it. 
8 It is the Lord who goes before you. He will 
be with you; he will not leave you or 
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 

9 Then Moses wrote this law and gave it 
to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to 
all the elders of Israel. 10 And Moses 
commanded them, “At the end of every 
seven years, at the set time in the year of 
release, at the Feast of Booths, 11 when all 
Israel comes to appear before the Lord 
your God at the place that he will choose, 
you shall read this law before all Israel in 
their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, 
women, and little ones, and the sojourner 
within your towns, that they may hear and 
learn to fear the Lord your God, and be 
careful to do all the words of this law, 
13 and that their children, who have not 
known it, may hear and learn to fear the 
Lord your God, as long as you live in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to 
possess.” 

 

 
The Lord Goes with You 

 
I have always thought it sad that Moses was not able to lead the 

children of Israel into the Promised Land. He had been chosen by God to 
lead them out of Egypt. He used his staff to part the Red Sea. To him God 
handed the 10 Commandments on Mt. Sinai. He led God’s people for 40 
years through the wilderness. But, when it was time to cross the Jordan  
into the Promise Land, the job of leadership was handed over to Joshua. 

To me it seems like the starting quarterback was benched for the last 
game of the season. The 1972 Miami Dolphins had and amazing year. 
They excelled under the leadership of quarterback Earl Morrall. Morrall 
was born in 1934 in Muskegon, Michigan and was an All-American 
quarterback for the Michigan State Spartans, leading them to victory in 
the 1956 Rose Bowl. In 1972 he led the Dolphins to a 16-0 record going 
into the Superbowl. In that final game of the season, Don Shula started 
Bob Griese, instead of Earl Morrall, who took the team into the endzone 
for a Superbowl victory and the first and only perfect NFL season. 

It seems sad that Moses was not given the privilege of taking Israel 
over the finish line. It also seems unfair that Morrall wasn’t given the 
chance to take the Dolphins to a Superbowl win. In both cases the person 
in charge believed it best to give the honor to another. Shula believed 
Griese gave their team the best chance of success. God knew that Joshua 
was the one who could lead the Israelites in their conquest of the 
Promised Land. 

The truth is, it wasn’t Moses who rescued the people, who lead them 
and cared for them and protected them in the wilderness. It was the Lord. 
Moses was only an instrument in the hands of the Lord. It may have taken 
120 years, but Moses eventually understood this. In handing the ball off to 
Joshua, Moses said, “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread 
of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave 
you or forsake you.” Israel’s history is not about Moses. It is not about 
Joshua. It is about the Lord. 

This is also true of our history. The Lord who has gone before us, is 
the Lord who will go ahead of us. He is the Lord who is with us always. He 
will never leave us or forsake us. There is no need for us to fear or be 
dismayed. Regardless of the challenges that we are currently enduring 
and those that are yet before us, we have a faithful God who will be with 
us. Was this not the case in our past? Whether our history goes back 120 
years, like Moses, or 80 years or only 20 years or less, we can recount the 
faithfulness of the Lord. Even when we were not aware, it was the Lord 
who was leading, guiding, caring and protecting. 

Even if Moses was saddened by the view from Mt. Nebo of the land, 
he would never enter, he fell asleep in the Lord’s arms in the Promised 
Land of heaven. Even though Morrall didn’t take his team to the final 
victory, he was still given a Superbowl ring. Even if we do not receive 
recognition and honors in this life, we are given the kingdom of heaven—
all because of our faithful and forgiving Lord. 

 
Gracious Lord, You have promised to never leave us or forsake us. Give us 
the courage and faith to depend on You for all things; in Jesus name. 
Amen. 

 

  
Please pray for: 

• Faith to trust God during difficult days 

• Our nation as life moves forward and adjustments are made for a new normal 

• Our church and the church around the world seeking ways to proclaim the Gospel 

• The development of a vaccine for the coronavirus 
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