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1 Peter 2:2-10 

 
2 Like newborn infants, long for 

the pure spiritual milk, that by it 
you may grow up into 
salvation— 3 if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 As you come to him, a living 
stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5 you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands 
in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, 
and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” 

7 So the honor is for you 
who believe, but for those who do 
not believe, 

“The stone that the builders 
rejected 
    has become the cornerstone,”  

8 and 
“A stone of stumbling, 

    and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they 

disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God's 
people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 

 

 
A Holy and Royal Priesthood 

 
There is a lady in the church office that people know better than they know 

me. She is the person they first encounter when they walk through the doors. 
Very often people are there to see her, not me. You probably all know that her 
name is Betty. She is the church secretary/office manager. In many ways, she is 
my right hand (wo)man. She takes the things I want to communicate to the people 
of the congregation, and she put it into the bulletin, the Connected, the TLW, 
emails, and, verbally across the desk. Often, she will take my ideas and 
expressions and put them into words the average member will easily understand. 
Conversely, she will often relay messages to me from our members. People will 
call or stop at the front desk and ask her to relay to me a message. At other times, 
she will simply tell me something she had become aware of and thinks that I need 
to know. Betty and I have a great working relationship and I find her to be a true 
blessing to my ministry. 

In many ways, this is exactly what the Old Testament priests were. They were 
intermediaries between God and the people. On the one hand they would speak 
for God to the people. They would communicate God’s laws and decrees; His 
covenant promises and merciful deeds to the people. The priest was approachable 
and spoke the language people understood. On the other hand, the priest would 
speak to God for the people. When he prayed and made sacrifices he did so on 
behalf of the people. He had access to God. 

Please do not take this analogy too far; I am not suggesting that I am God at 
Trinity. But the roles are similar. Betty functions as an intermediary in the church 
office as the priest functions as such in the temple. Now, because Christ has 
established a new covenant and has torn down the veil of separation, all 
Christians have direct access to God. No longer must sacrifices be made on the 
altar and in the holy of holies, because Jesus has made the once and for all 
sacrifice that has paid for the sin of the world. In the New Testament church, we 
are all holy and royal priests. Luther called this the priesthood of all believers. 

Each one of us has direct access to the throne of God’s grace. We approach 
Him with our prayers and praise, with our spiritual sacrifices in word and deed. 
We also do so on behalf of other people. With prayers and intercessions, we come 
before God with the needs of others. But we also speak on God’s behalf to one 
another. We share our faith in words and deeds that are understood by those who 
may not know God, as we do. As Peter says, we proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. As Jesus called us out of 
the darkness of sin and unbelief, we are privileged to declare our praises to God 
before others. As royal priests we are God’s intermediaries between Him and the 
world. It is an awesome and privileged position. 

How can you be intentional in your priesthood? To start, being aware that we 
have access to God for ourselves and for others because Jesus has made us holy. 
Also, we are God’s priests in the world, representing Him to other; declaring His 
excellencies. What an honored status we have before God and each other! 

 
Almighty God, through the sacrifice of Your Son we have been granted access to 
Your throne of grace and are declared to be Your royal priests. Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that we might declare Your excellencies to the world; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Savior. Amen. 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Schools trying to end this year and plan for the next with so many uncertainties 

• Healthcare workers working overtime and in high risk situations 

• Residents of nursing homes, prisons and other institutions where the coronavirus spreads easily 

• Scientists and researches working on a vaccine for this virus 
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