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Acts 7:51-60 

 
“You stiff-necked people, 

uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 
your fathers did, so do you. 
52 Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they 
killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have 
now betrayed and murdered, 53 you 
who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.” 

54 Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and they 
ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, 
full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 57 But they cried 
out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at 
him. 58 Then they cast him out of 
the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments 
at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59 And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to 
his knees he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 

 
 

Heavenly Father send us Your Holy 
Spirit that He might work in us faith 
and love. Enable us to stretch and 
grow in our understanding of 
ourselves and others; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Maybe Stretching Would Help 

 
Stephen calls the religious leaders “stiff-necked people.” What does that 

mean? Did his hearers have a bad night’s sleep and wake up with a stiff neck? Do 
they have some sort of degenerative disc disease? If they had any of these 
problems, it is not what Stephen was referring to. Stiff-necked people are like 
oxen or mules that don’t want to turn their head and go in a different direction. 
When these animals have their mind on going somewhere, they stiffen their neck 
muscles and refuse to turn their head at the master’s guiding. 

This was the problem of Stephen’s audience. They had made up their minds 
about Jesus and their religion and they were not going to be persuaded. Not only 
did they resist the evidence of the facts, the Apostles and Prophets persuasion, 
they also resisted the Holy Spirit. They were just like their ancestors who 
persecuted and killed the prophets. They were a lot like people we know who say, 
“Don’t bother me with the facts, my mind is made up.” 

I wonder if we ever fall into this category. How is your neck feeling? A little 
stiff from time to time? When it comes to recognizing our own sin and failings, we 
can be stiff-necked. The Holy Spirit wants to speak to us. He wants to root out the 
sin and selfishness, the bitterness and anger, the ingratitude and discontentment 
of our lives. But we resist the working of the Holy Spirit. We have convinced 
ourselves that we are just fine the way we are. We are not as petty or as self-
centered or as mean as others. We believe that we are justified in our resentment, 
our callousness, our critical nature. We think we have a right to our selfishness, 
our greed, and our pettiness. 

When it comes to our opinions, attitudes and judgments we are often stiff-
necked people. We have a very difficult time looking to the right or to the left and 
seeing things from another point of view. Over the years we have developed our 
own ideas about who we are, and other people or institutions and we aren’t 
willing to consider alternatives. The religious leaders were confronted by the Holy 
Spirit’s condemnation of their sins and testimony that Jesus was the Messiah. 
They were not about to change their worldview to embrace either the Law or the 
Gospel. They were content where they were and not willing to make the effort to 
change. Sound familiar? 

What can be done about this problem? Stoning Stephen was not the solution 
for the religious leaders in his day and not the best solution for us today. If the 
root problem is resisting the Holy Spirit, the solution is letting the Holy Spirit have 
His way with us. Probably easier said than done. People generally don’t wake up 
one morning without a stiff neck. We need to gradually stretch our neck to the 
right and to the left. We need to read the Scriptures and apply the judgment of 
the Law to ourselves. Stretch a little and entertain the possibility that we can be 
judgmental or harsh or critical of others. Maybe we are a bit self-centered and 
jealous. Maybe we do need forgiveness and the help of God’s Spirit to be 
transformed. Maybe we need to stretch toward another’s point of view and make 
some concessions to them.  

Try it out. If when challenge by the Spirit, in the Word, you find yourself 
dismissing the charge or deflecting the accusation on to someone else, you might 
be suffering from a stiff neck. If so, try stretching toward contrition and 
repentance or toward charity and mercy. Maybe stretch your neck downward in 
humility, upward in praise, to the right and to the left toward your neighbor. The 
cure for a stiff neck may just be a little stretching. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Communities that have been severely altered by the coronavirus pandemic 

• Our president and governor who are working to bring safety and security to the country and state 

• Those who are struggling under the economic burdens imposed by stay at home orders 

• A lessening of the spread of COVID-19 and a vaccine 
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