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Acts 6:1-9 

 
Now in these days when the 

disciples were increasing in 
number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows 
were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right 
that we should give up preaching 
the word of God to serve tables. 
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good 
repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we will appoint to 
this duty. 4 But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 5 And what 
they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, 
a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, 
and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they 
set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 

7 And the word of God 
continued to increase, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became 
obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and 
power, was doing great wonders 
and signs among the people. 9 Then 
some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called), and of the Cyrenians, 
and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up 
and disputed with Stephen. 

 

 
Working Together 

 
One of the first toys enjoyed by toddlers is cube with the different shapes, 

that fit into corresponding slots. So, square blocks are put into square holes and 
round blocks are put into round holes. Pretty easy, right? Well, not really, until the 
toddler experiments with trial and error. The truth is, this game has lifelong, 
practical applications. I’m think of this text from Acts 6 and the church. 

Whenever people interact there will be conflict. Notice, I didn’t say may; I said 
will be conflict. In this case the distribution of charity for the widows in Jerusalem 
was unequal. There was some ethnic tension developing between the Jews, who 
were being favored and the Hellenists, who were being neglected. One can easily 
understand how the Jewish Christians were feeling superior to the Gentile 
Christians. The Apostles came up with a solution. They would give the 
responsibility of this social ministry to a selected committee or team to oversee 
the work. The selection of this ministry team was not random, but strategic. The 
selection was to be seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom. 
They were to select the right men for the job. They were to be spiritual men, 
devoted to the faith and full of the Holy Spirit. They were also to be men capable 
of just and efficient administration; they were to be full of wisdom. The 
responsibility would not be on one man, but seven. 

Although the Apostles outlined the plan, they left the selection of men in the 
hands of the congregation in Jerusalem. These deacons were to come from among 
the members of that church. As such, they would understand the needs, the 
culture and the people involved. They would also be trusted and respected by 
those electing them and those being served. It is also significant that all seven of 
the men had Greek names. Most were likely Gentiles, who would be sympathetic 
to the Hellenists. Nicolaus was a proselyte, which means he was a Gentile who 
converted to Judaism before he became a Christian. In other words, this was a 
diverse, well represented group. 

While the deacons served in the area of mercy ministry, the Apostles would 
devote themselves to the Word of God and prayer. There was a division of labor 
based on the unique calling and qualifications of each group. With this plan in 
place, the deacons selected, the apostles prayed and laid their hands on them. 
They were installed in their position and consecrated for their duty. The Lord 
blessed their plan. The text says, And the word of God continued to increase, and 
the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of 
the priests became obedient to the faith. 

What does all this mean for us? We all have different skills and gifts that God 
can use in His church. Not all are pastors or teachers or deacons. Not all would be 
good at administration or charity or mercy ministry. Each one of us has been 
equipped by God and can be used by Him according to His purpose. What is your 
endowment? What are your gifts? How can God use you in His church? Are you 
making use of the gifts you have been given? If you are a square peg, don’t try to 
fit into a round hole. But, by all means, find the square hole where you do fit. And, 
let’s work together for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

 
Gracious Father, You have granted us faith and gifts, and have given us the 
privilege of serving in Your kingdom. Bless our personal ministries for the sake of 
Your church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• College and High School students who will miss their graduation ceremonies due to the coronavirus 

• Elected and appointed officials responsible for policies to serve the welfare of all 

• The sick and dying, who are often isolated from their loved ones, during this tragic time 

• Treatment and cure for COVID-19 
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