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John 10:11-18 

 
11 I am the good shepherd. The 

good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired 
hand and not a shepherd, who 
does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 He flees 
because he is a hired hand 
and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I 
am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, 15 just 
as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16 And I have other 
sheep that are not of this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will 
be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For 
this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life that 
I may take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This 
charge I have received from my 
Father.” 

 
 
 

Jesus, You are our Good Shepherd, 
who laid down Your life for us, Your 
wandering sheep. Give us the faith 
to trust Your voice, which calls to us 
to follow You and to bring other 
into Your fold. In Your holy name 
we pray. Amen. 

 
He Lays Down His Life 

 
People are more valuable than things. Things can be replaced, people can’t. I 

am sure you have heard these adages at one time or another. It wouldn’t make 
any sense to put yourself in harms way in order to save a thing. If your house is on 
fire it is smarter to get out of the house, than it is to try and save a few valuables. 
If your favorite fishing pole falls in the lake, it is best to let it go than to risk your 
life retrieving it. If a tornado is coming it is best to take cover than to run around 
gathering family pictures and treasures. Even if it is the decision of saving the 
family pet or yourself, the only logical thing to do is to save yourself. 

This is also true for shepherds. A first century, Palestinian shepherd would 
have had a difficult and sometimes dangerous job. But he would not sacrifice his 
life for the sheep. The sheep are there to serve him. He is caring for them so that 
they provide him with wool, or meat, or sacrifice. The sheep have a purpose and a 
certain amount of value, but they are not more important than the shepherd. You 
can always get more sheep. 

But, in this passage, Jesus says, “the good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.” In fact, in these eight versus, Jesus says He lays down His life five times. 
Now this is certainly not a general maxim, that a good shepherd will give up his life 
for the sheep. Everyone knows that would be crazy. It would be absurd to expect a 
shepherd would die so that a sheep, a mere animal, could live. Yet, that is what 
Jesus is saying about Himself. It might be worth noting, Jesus doesn’t say a good 
shepherd, but the Good Shepherd. There is only one Good Shepherd who would 
lay down His life for the sheep, and that One is Jesus. 

Jesus laid down His life, in death on the cross, so that we would be saved. He 
makes it clear that He did this willingly. He said, “No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord.” Jesus gave up His life voluntarily, because He loves us. 
No other shepherd or hired hand would do such a thing. None of the religious 
leaders of Jesus’ day, or of our day, would give their lives for us. But, Jesus would, 
and He did. In this supreme sacrifice, the Shepherd for the sheep, the Righteous 
for the unrighteous, Jesus has exchanged His life for ours. He paid the price to 
earn our forgiveness. He died that we might live. 

Was it worth it? Did it do any good? The thing is, none of us can be replaced. 
If Jesus would not have saved us, we would be lost forever. But what about Jesus? 
Look at verse 18 again. Jesus said, “I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again.” Jesus would take up His life again. He rose from the 
dead. The One who laid down His life in death is now alive, having been raised 
from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection means that His sacrifice was not for nothing. 
His victory over sin and death brings us into His fold. But He has others who also 
must be brought in, so there would be one flock and one Shepherd. This shepherd 
is the Shepherd, who lays down His life for the sheep. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who celebrate Mother’s Day who have a mother in heaven 

• Those struggling with depression and isolation during the stay at home order 

• Our president and governor that they be guided to make wise decisions for the welfare of all 

• Treatment and a vaccination for the COVID-19 
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