
 

 
Grace Notes 

 
Thursday of Easter 4 

07 May 2020 
 

Michael J. Roth 
michael.roth@discovertrinity.org 

 

 

 
John 10:1-10 

 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he 

who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief 
and a robber. 2 But he who enters 
by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper 
opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 5 A 
stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did 
not understand what he was saying 
to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I 
am the door of the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly.  

 
 

Lord Jesus, You are our Shepherd, 
who calls us by name. Help us to 
listen to Your voice, follow You and 
live abundantly in Your kingdom; 
for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
He Calls Them by Name 

 
Although it was 35 years ago when I was in Israel, I still remember some things 

quite vividly. One of those memories ties in with this text from John 10. Our tour 
group was in the vicinity of Bethlehem looking out over the hills and countryside. 
While we were talking about other things, we noticed two flocks of sheep in the 
distance, converging from opposite directions, upon a watering trough. The guide 
said, “Just watch these flocks of sheep while we talk.” As we talked the two flocks 
came together at the well and mixed together as one flock. It was quite a bit of 
time before we could see the shepherds walking off in opposite directions. As they 
did, the flock separated into two groups, each following one of the shepherds. The 
guide explained that the shepherds were calling out to their sheep and they were 
following only the voice of their shepherd. To the group the tour guide made a 
reference to this passage in John 10. 

Sure enough, the sheep recognize the voice of their shepherd. They know 
where and to whom they belong. This truly is a beautiful picture of the Christian’s 
relationship to Jesus. To be clear, it is not that sheep are so smart, but that the 
shepherd is distinctive. This text says, he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. Jesus is the One calling to us. Now, here is were Jesus is better than 
regular shepherds. Shepherds who tend a large flock of sheep do not give them 
names. They may put a tag in their ear and number them for purposes of knowing 
their inventory, but they don’t call them by name. Jesus, on the other hands, does 
not think of us as inventory or just a number. He knows each of us by name. He 
created us. He knows who we are, what we think, what we need; indeed, 
everything about us.  

In addition to knowing our names, He has put His name on us in our baptism. 
When sheep or cattle are branded, it is so the ranchers know to whom the animal 
belongs. Putting the rancher’s name or brand on the livestock is a way of claiming 
that animal. When the Triune God put His name on us in baptism, He was saying 
we belong to Him. When God calls us by name, He is bringing us into the care and 
keeping of His flock. 

For their own safety and well-being, the sheep learn to recognize the voice of 
their shepherd. This is a voice they know and can trust. It is a voice that provides 
and protects. It is a voice that brings peace and security. All this is true for the 
voice of our Good Shepherd. He lovingly calls us by name and cares for us. He 
absolves us of all our sins and gathers us securely in His fold. 

We are wise if we learn to know and trust that voice. False shepherds and 
thieves desire to steal and kill and destroy. Jesus calls out to us to give us the 
abundant life. We hear our Shepherd’s voice in the Word, as it is read and heard 
and proclaimed. The more we listen to the Word the better able we are to 
distinguish the Shepherd’s voice from voices that will only harm. 

Read the Scriptures, listen to the voice of the Shepherd and follow Him. He is 
calling you be name. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Mothers who are caring for their children during this anxious time 

• Families that have lost loved one to the coronavirus or are struggling with the illness 

• Those struggling under the financial burden of unemployment and closed businesses 

• Deliverance from the COVID-19 pandemic 
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