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Psalm 13 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I take counsel in my soul 
    and have sorrow in my heart all the day? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; 
    light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 
4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” 
    lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken. 

5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
6 I will sing to the Lord, 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 
I am not prone to being dramatic, nor do I think our current 

situation is anything like what David faced when being pursued by King  
Saul, who wanted to kill him, but are you at the point of crying out, 
“How long, O Lord?” At this point it has been 7 weeks since we have 
been sheltering in place and practicing social distancing. At minimum, 
we have another 4 weeks to go. Then, we are told, life will not return to 
normal for quite some time. How long will this last? 

It may be tempting to think that the Lord has forgotten us, that He 
has hid His face from us. The truth is, He has not forgotten us, and He 
never will. If you consider world history, even just biblical history, 
people have endured much more than we have. During the days of 
Elijah, there was a drought for 3 ½ years. In the days of Jacob there was 
a drought lasting 7 years. The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 
40 years. The Babylonian captivity lasted 70 years and they were 
enslaved in Egypt 400 years. I don’t think we have a right to complain 
too loudly during this current pandemic. The same God who was faithful 
through Israel’s history is with us today. 

The promises that God made to Joshua, after the 40 years in the 
wilderness and the death of Moses, also apply to us. The Lord said, 
Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or 
forsake you. Be strong and courageous (Josh. 1:5-6).” I know that it has 
been difficult for so many people around the world. People have lost 
their jobs, they have endured sickness, they have died. The struggles we 
face are not unique or new, nor are they unknown to God. He is with us; 
He will not forsake us. Be strong and courageous, trust in the Lord! 


